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Wilpattu NP
Sri Lanka’s largest 
national park

Sigiriya
Climb the 
imposing Sigiriya 
Rock Fortress

Anuradhapura
Join pilgrims at the 
sacred Bodhi tree

Makandura
Discover an idyllic 
rural Sri Lanka

Kandy
Home to the 
UNESCO Temple of 
the Sacred Tooth

Jaffna
Open to visitors for the 
first time in 30 years

Kuchchaveli
A sun drenched beach for 
10 months of the year 

Gal Oya
Sri Lanka’s 
national park the 
crowds haven’t 
discovered yet

Yala NP
Sri Lanka’s national 
park with the highest 
density of leopards 

Ella
Stretch your legs with 
a number of day walks 
in and around Ella  

Colombo
Enjoy contemporary 
dining and shopping 
in the nation’s capital 

Nuwara Eliya
See the rolling green 
hills of Sri Lanka’s 
famous tea plantations

Tangalle
Stay a week in one of 
the south coast’s 
fabulous private villas

Galle
Discover the charming 
cobbled streets of this 
fortified world heritage city 

Palk Strait

Gulf 
of 

Mannar
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ABOUT US
We are delighted to introduce you to the incredible destination of Sri Lanka. 

For more than two decades we have been planning and arranging holidays for travellers to south 
Asia, with a particular focus on Sri Lanka (Sri Lanka Unbound) and India (India Unbound), as well as 
personally leading small group tours.

We have created custom made journeys that cover the length and breadth of Sri Lanka and India 
– journeys that range from cultural sightseeing, wildlife tours, wellness retreats to tracing family 
histories and everything in between. We have planned trips for groups of friends, for families 
of multiple generations holidaying together, for special events and celebrations in remarkable 
locations, for solo travellers and couples. We plan trips for all budgets and all lengths. 

Our expertise in these destinations is backed by our own frequent travel. Our staff spend many 
months each year visiting each destination, appraising hotels and activities, making sure we have 
the best local guides, and staying up-to-date with locations – from knowing about new restaurants 
and boutiques, to changes at hotels and sights. 

We guarantee you a personalised experience from the moment you contact us. Led by founder 
Lincoln Harris and a small team of experienced travel professionals in Australia, plus colleagues 
on the ground in Sri Lanka and India, we will work with you to personally create a custom made 
journey – one that not only reflects your interests, but is well planned, innovative and one of a kind. 

Our expertise is not limited to knowledge. We have a genuine love for India and Sri Lanka, which we 
want to share with you. 

This is Sri Lanka Unbound.
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Many of our travellers ask about private 
touring: what is it and how does it work? 

> We customise your itinerary to your 
individual interests and requirements.

> You have a private vehicle and an  
English-speaking driver/guide  
throughout your journey.

> Enjoy private sightseeing and have your 
own individual tour arrangements.

> We guarantee a personalised experience 
not available in group tours. 

Customised Itinerary 
A private tour with Sri Lanka Unbound 
means the itinerary we create is just for you 
– and those travelling with you. It is unique 
and tailored to your specific requirements, 
interests, travel dates and journey length, 
your budget and your holiday wish list. 
It means that what’s in your itinerary are 
only the things you want to see and do in 
Sri Lanka, and only the places that are of 
interest to you. 

So that’s the first point to note about 
private touring: the itinerary is customised 
for you, personally. 

The itineraries in this brochure are 
suggestions; they give you an example of 
the locations, sights and experiences you 
can discover in Sri Lanka. You can choose 
a tour from this brochure and we can 
match it with your preferred standard of 
accommodation, or you can take the parts 
that most appeal to you from several tours 
and we can put them together. Or, you can 

describe your ideal journey to us and tell 
us about your preferences and interests, 
and we can start from scratch to create a 
unique, one-of-a-kind journey. No holiday 
wish list is too small or too big, or too 
difficult for us. 

Private Vehicle and Driver
The second point about private touring is 
it’s just that: a private tour, not a group tour 
– and you will have your own vehicle and 
driver throughout. 

When you arrive in Colombo your driver 
will meet you at the airport, and they will be 
your driver and guide for your entire trip. In 
Sri Lanka, the driver is also your guide – we 
only use drivers who are formally accredited 
as guides. So at each sight or attraction you 
visit they will accompany you and provide 
historical information and context about the 
places you are seeing. They will have all the 
details of your itinerary. They will coordinate 
with you on timing; they know where you 
need to be and when, what activities you 

are doing, where you are staying and how 
to get there. It’s their job to take care of all 
those details for you. 

The drivers we use are flexible, open 
minded, personable and safety conscious. 
Their vehicles are generally less than three 
years old and always well maintained. 

Flexibility 
Thirdly, a private tour lets you control the 
pace of your tour and gives you flexibility. 

That means if you are tired and wish to 
have a sleep-in or a late breakfast, or you 
want to enjoy a leisurely morning at your 
hotel, you can adjust the time you set out, 
day by day. This is something you cannot do 
on a group tour. 

It also means that you don’t have to drive 
from place to place directly, or on a fixed 
schedule. You can stop when and where 
you like. With a private tour you can stop 
and explore the unexpected sights you 
might discover along the way. If you want 
to stop for tea, explore a local market, 
or pause for lunch, you can. 

Our drivers know the best places to explore; 
their knowledge goes beyond anything 
you will find in a guidebook. For many of 
our travellers, these spontaneous and 
unplanned experiences often turn into  
trip highlights. 

A Personalised Experience 
Having a customised itinerary, a private 
vehicle and driver, private sightseeing and 
individual arrangements and flexibility 
during your tour, all contribute to creating a 
memorable and personalised experience in 
Sri Lanka. This is private touring. Ultimately, 
that’s what we at Sri Lanka Unbound want 
to achieve for you: a holiday designed for 
you, that works for you, that is your own.

In brief
A custom made journey will include:

> Accommodation

>  All breakfasts and some 
additional meals 

>  Air conditioned private vehicle with 
English-speaking driver/guide and 
complimentary water

>  Train tickets and internal flights 
as required

>  English-speaking local guides for 
some specialised day tours and 
activities

>  Entrance fees to monuments 

>  Assistance on arrival and departure  
at airports and train stations

>  24-hour support through our local 
representative offices and through  
Sri Lanka Unbound in Australia

>  All land and vehicle taxes

PRIVATE TOURING IN SRI LANKA
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SRI LANKA ACCOMMODATION 

Sri Lanka is home to a broad range of accommodation with a style that is distinctly the country’s 
own. Often inspired by the nation’s revered architect Geoffrey Bawa and his world-renowned style of 
Tropical Modernism, accommodation in Sri Lanka draws influence from, and works with, its beautiful 
natural environment and tropical surrounds. 

From restored colonial tea bungalows to beachside retreats, to heritage hotels and boutique villas – 
there’s a place to stay in Sri Lanka to suit everyone. 

We are pleased to offer you three categories of accommodation for your tour of Sri Lanka, 
though many of our itineraries are based on our middle, or superior category. Our recommended 
accommodation options start at good, and go upward to great and amazing.

Option 1 – Comfortable 
Option 2 – Superior 
Option 3 – Deluxe
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E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S 

Lake Lodge Colombo
Lake Lodge is located in a 
central but peaceful location 
of Sri Lanka’s capital. A small 
boutique hotel of just twelve 
stylish rooms in a serene 
courtyard setting, it features a 
rooftop terrace with lake views 
and restaurant. The rooms are 
simple but elegant in their furnishings  
and design.

Mango House Galle
Mango House is a charming 
guesthouse of just seven rooms 
set amongst mango and palm 
trees. The property features 
a leafy garden, courtyard and 
private balconies – giving you 
plenty of places to relax. Once a 
cinnamon factory, the property 
has been lovingly restored into a boutique 
hotel that blends colonial-era architecture with 
contemporary design in the heart of Galle Fort.

Notary’s House near Colombo Airport
Notary’s House is a six-room 
boutique property set amid a 
large garden and coconut grove 
that features a lovely swimming 
pool. Each room has a private 
verandah overlooking the 
lake. Designed with wide-open 
common spaces and surrounded 
by nature, Notary’s House is a perfect place to 
stay to get a sense of an idyllic rural Sri Lanka 
and is a leisurely way to settle into your time in 
the country after a long flight. 

Kandyan Manor Kandy 
Kandyan Manor is a traditional 
Kandyan home now converted 
into a small guesthouse in 
the hills outside of Kandy. Its 
eight rooms feature bright 
and cheerful painted walls and 
furnishings, some set around a 
small courtyard pool. A highlight 
of a stay here is a Sri Lankan cooking class led by 
host Suzie on her traditional wood fired stove. 

Palm Paradise Cabanas Tangalle
Palm Paradise Cabanas is located 
at Tangalle on Sri Lanka’s south 
coast. The property offers two 
room types: rustic, timber non-
air-conditioned cabanas with 
private bathrooms and the larger 
air-conditioned villas with all 
modern amenities. The resort has 
a pool, bar, restaurant and massage services 
and is located on Tangalle beach. 

The Other Corner Habarana
The Other Corner consists of 
rustic, small huts with thatched 
roofs, surrounded by trees and 
natural beauty. Each chalet room 
has air-conditioning and modern 
amenities, and features front and 
back verandahs on which to relax. 
There’s a pool and restaurant. 

COMFORTABLE
Sri Lanka offers a range of clean and comfortable hotels or accommodation that still provide an 
authentic experience of the country. The accommodation within this category tends to be smaller 
and more personalised, offering a more engaging experience for guests. There is a wide variety of 
interesting options within this category such as plantation estates and boutique hotels.

SRI LANKA ACCOMMODATION 
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SRI LANKA ACCOMMODATION 

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S 

Galle Face Hotel Colombo
This 150-year-old heritage 
property is a landmark of 
Colombo and perfectly located 
for exploring the city’s main 
sights. Abutting the sea, the hotel 
is so entwined in the fabric of the 
city that the surrounding area 
has come to be known as Galle 
Face. Recently restored, this superb property beautifully 
blends its colonial history with the modern day. Features 
of the hotel include a gorgeous pool, elegant rooms and 
wonderful options for dining and drinks.

Fort Bazaar Galle
Fort Bazaar is a renovated 
seventeenth century townhouse 
superbly located in the heart 
of Galle Fort. Once occupied 
by spice, tea and gem traders, 
staying here gives guests the 
opportunity to soak up the Fort’s 
charming atmosphere. This 
boutique property comprises just eighteen rooms beautifully 
built around a traditional private courtyard, with a restaurant 
and bar, private cinema, library and spa. 

Coco Tangalla Tangalle
A luxury colonial beach villa in 
Tangalle, overlooking the Indian 
Ocean. The property features 
just six rooms – four in the main 
house and two adjacent that 
would suit families – and an 
inviting infinity pool. Its cool and 
stylish interiors feature black and 
white décor with splashes of colour. Coco Tangalla can 
be taken exclusively for large groups. 

Amaara Forest Hotel Sigiriya
As the name suggests, Amaara 
Forest Hotel is peacefully located 
in a jungle forest. This recently 
opened property comprises 
40 cool, spacious rooms with 
balconies or patios. The hotel 
has three restaurants, a spa 
and an outdoor swimming pool 
overlooking the garden. 

Stafford Bungalow Nuwara Eliya
An elegant, heritage tea planters’ 
bungalow set in a working 
50-acre estate in Sri Lanka’s 
tea country, close to the hill 
town of Nuwara Eliya. This 
elegant property has just four 
spacious rooms featuring teak 
furniture, wooden floors and 
attached bathrooms. Take a stroll through the tea 
plantations during your stay or relax and enjoy 
high tea on the lawn.

Gal Oya Lodge Gal Oya 
Gal Oya Lodge is the only 
lodge near Gal Oya National 
Park, the country’s least-visited 
national park and the only place 
where you can safari by boat. 
Guests stay in freestanding 
individual, spacious bungalows 
with polished concrete floors, 
open-aired bathroom and private outside sitting areas. 
The rooms are non-air-conditioned but feature ceiling 
fans and mosquito nets. The lodge has a strong focus 
on wildlife and environmental research, has enthusiastic 
naturalists and staff and offers a range of activities from 
safari to bird walks. There is a swimming pool with an 
impressive mountain backdrop and delicious freshly 
prepared meals. 

SUPERIOR 
From heritage hotels to boutique villas, to tented camps inside the buffer zone of national parks, and 
plantation estates – our superior accommodation features an exceptionally broad variety of styles. 
Each type of accommodation within this category has its own style and character, while being a 
superior standard. 
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SRI LANKA ACCOMMODATION 

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S 

Tea Trails Dickoya
Bed tea, high tea and stunning 
plantation views are part of 
the daily routine at Tea Trails. 
Located in the picturesque 
Sri Lankan tea country, these 
luxury planters’ bungalows 
are superbly restored and 
maintained. An ideal place to 
relax with swimming pools and lawn tennis, there’s 
exceptional Sri Lankan and western cuisine and 
outstanding service. Activities include guided plantation 
walks, tea factory visits and simply indulging.

Chena Huts Yala
Located along Sri Lanka’s south 
coast close to Yala National Park, 
Chena Huts is nestled among 
dunes and trees at the ocean’s 
edge. This small, exclusive 
property is fringed on one 
landward side by tropical jungle 
and on the other by a saline lake 
where ibises, painted storks and even flamingos may 
be seen wading in the shallows. Chena Huts has just 
14 secluded pavilions each with private plunge pool. 
There’s a spa, main pool and restaurant.

Kandy House Kandy 
This boutique hotel is an 
ancestral manor house dating 
back to 1804 that has been 
elegantly restored into a 
nine-room property. Each 
room, named after one of 
Sri Lanka’s many species of 
tropical butterflies, has antique 
furniture, modern amenities and touches of colour 
and contemporary textiles. Kandy House boasts an 
infinity pool set among verdant gardens overlooking rice 
paddies and an in-house massage therapist.

Jungle Beach near Trincomalee
At Jungle Beach, private deluxe 
chalets are nestled in the lush 
jungle-like natural environment 
and the beach is at your 
doorstep. Freestanding chalets 
are spacious, with private 
verandahs, large bathrooms 
and outdoor showers. This large 
resort has an inviting swimming pool, main restaurant 
and bar, private beach with loungers, beach restaurant 
and bar, and an onsite spa and gym. 

Ulagalla Thirappane 
This luxury property is set on 
58-acres of lush greenery. At the 
centre of the resort is a 150-year 
old mansion now converted to 
a restaurant and bar, and the 
impressive main swimming pool 
that’s said to be the largest in 
Sri Lanka. Stay in one of the 20 
private eco villas that are spread across the property. 
Some villas feature private plunge pools. Villas are 
spacious, light-filled and nestled beautifully amongst the 
trees. You can watch the monkeys playing in the trees 
from your bathroom windows. 

Maniumpathy Colombo 
A boutique heritage hotel in 
central Colombo. This stately 
house, more than 100 years old, 
has been elegantly converted into 
a hotel with just eight rooms. The 
rooms feature antique furniture 
and modern amenities. There’s a 
small courtyard pool and tropical 
garden. Common areas include a lounge with plush 
leather couches, outdoor dining on the verandah and 
an impressive dining room ideal for celebrations with its 
chandelier and grand table. 

DELUXE 
The ultimate in luxury, our Deluxe range of accommodation are in themselves destinations of 
Sri Lanka. From private plunge pools to personal butlers, they offer unmatched service often in 
remarkable locations. Again, there is a range of styles within this category from wildlife lodges to 
resorts and tea estates.
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A TASTE OF SRI LANKA 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18TSL 

Day 1
Arrive Colombo
Welcome to Sri Lanka. You will be met upon 
arrival and transferred a short distance to 
your nearby hotel. 

Day 2 
Colombo – Sigiriya 
Set off for Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle. 
Drive to Sigiriya, stopping en route at 
the World Heritage-listed Dambulla Cave 
Temple, considered to be the largest, 
best-preserved cave temple complex in the 
country. Marvel at its outstanding collection 
of Buddha images. 

Day 3 
Sigiriya 
Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress, one of Sri Lanka’s 
most popular attractions. Take your time 
to explore Sigiriya, with its tough climb of 
1,200 steps to the top of the rock. Enjoy the 
panoramic views from the summit and the 
beautiful cave frescoes. You can also opt to 
climb just part of the way. In the afternoon, 
relax at your hotel or take an optional jeep 
safari to see the wild elephants in Minneriya 
National Park (direct payment). 

Day 4 
Sigiriya – Kegalle 
Drive to Kegalle and experience some of 
Sri Lanka’s colonial heritage with a tea 
plantation stay. Discover life on a working 
tea estate through plantation walks and a 
tea factory visit over the next two days.  
Your accommodation here is also a 
wonderful place to relax and enjoy the lush 
natural surroundings. Enjoy a pot of tea on 
the verandah, yoga classes, or a swim in the 
pool. In the afternoon, take a guided village 
and plantation walk. 

Day 5 
Kegalle 
Uncover the secrets of Sri Lankan recipes 
with a hands-on cooking class. Learn 
to cook authentic Sri Lankan meat and 
vegetable curries and a traditional salad. 
Afterwards, enjoy a leisurely lunch of the 
dishes you have prepared. Later, visit the 
nearby tea factory and learn about tea 
processing. 

Day 6 
Kegalle – Galle 
Depart for Galle, a UNESCO World Heritage-
listed city and popular destination for 
visitors to Sri Lanka. There’s much to see 
and experience in Galle with its colonial 
homes, impressive fort walls and the much-
photographed lighthouse. Inside the fort 
walls, the almost-car-free, cobbled streets 
are a pleasant and easy place to explore on 
foot. Afternoon at leisure. 

A one-week journey that covers some of Sri Lanka’s exceptional sites, cities  

and experiences. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Visit Dambulla Cave Temple ■ Climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress and see its 
beautiful cave frescoes ■ Stay on a tea plantation ■ Learn the secrets of Sri Lankan recipes 
in a cooking class ■ Take a guided city walking tour in Galle ■ Explore Colombo on a guided 
walking tour.

IDEAL FOR: First-time visitors with limited time who want an introduction to Sri Lanka, 
or those who are taking a stopover to other destinations such as Europe. 

Day 7 
Galle 
Discover Galle with a gentle guided walking 
tour. See the city’s key sights, hear some of 
its intriguing history and meet some of the 
local characters. During this fascinating tour 
stop for a cup of tea, chat to an amateur 
historian and taste some popular local 
snacks. In the afternoon, travel by tuk tuk 
through back roads and paddy fields to visit 
the Yatagala Temple. 

Day 8 
Galle – Colombo Airport 
Morning at leisure in Galle. Take some time 
to explore the city’s modern boutiques 
and visit its inviting cafes and restaurants. 
Later, you will be collected from your hotel 
and transferred to Colombo’s international 
airport for your departing flight.

SRI LANKAColombo

Kegalle

Galle

Sigiriya
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FAMILY HOLIDAY SRI LANKA
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS Tour code: BN18CFH 

Day 1 
Colombo – Makandura 
You will be met on arrival and transferred to 
your accommodation in nearby Makandura, 
a snapshot of an idyllic rural Sri Lanka. 

Day 2 
Makandura 
Discover Makandura today with several 
optional local activities. Start the day with a 
guided morning bike ride, travelling through 
nearby paddy fields and orchards and 
observing daily life in rural Sri Lanka. There’s 
also the option to take a guided village 
walk and visit the local temple. For a more 
leisurely day, simply relax by the pool. 

Day 3 
Makandura – Sigiriya 
Depart today for Sri Lanka’s cultural 
triangle. Drive to Sigiriya, with the option to 
stop en route and visit Ritigala Archeological 
Monastery. This lesser-visited archeological 
site features long pathways that wind 

through the jungle and remains of an 
ancient monastery. The site is less crowded 
than the popular Sigiriya, cooler with its tree 
canopy and involves less climbing. 

Day 4 
Sigiriya 
Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress. This magnificent 
site, also known as Lion Rock, is one of 
Sri Lanka’s main highlights. Climb about 
1,200 steps to the top of the rock, taking 
in the beautiful Sigiriya cave frescoes along 
the way and enjoying the views of the 
surrounding area from the summit – or 
climb just part of the way to see the famous 
lion-footed rock. Afternoon at leisure. 

Day 5 
Sigiriya – Kandy 
Depart for Kandy. Stop along the way at 
an organic farm, where coconut, pepper 
and coffee grow, for lunch and a farm walk. 
Later, visit the much-revered Buddhist 
Temple of the Sacred Tooth in Kandy, or see 

the city on a guided tuk tuk tour. Explore 
Kandy by the popular local transport: the 
three-wheeler tuk tuk. 

Day 6 
Kandy – Ella or Hatton 
Travel to your next destination of either Ella 
or Hatton, completing part of the trip on 
a scenic rail journey. Pass tea plantations, 
small railway stations and lush green 
mountains as the train makes its way to 
Sri Lanka’s central highlands. You will be 
met upon arrival and transferred to either 
Ella, a small hillside town or, for a truly 
indulgent experience, stay at the luxury tea 
plantation resort Tea Trails near Hatton. 

A leisurely paced holiday in Sri Lanka for families with young children. The 

itinerary features a mix of the country’s best sights and leisure time, optional 

activities so that you can dictate the pace of travel, and accommodation with 

swimming pools to enjoy time relaxing with your family. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Take a Galle sightseeing tour and treasure hunt ■ Enjoy a three-night 
beach stay at Tangalle ■ Search for leopards on jeep safari in Yala National Park  
■ Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Enjoy a scenic rail journey in Sri Lanka’s hill country  
■ Take a tuk tuk tour in Kandy. 

IDEAL FOR: Families with young children. 

Day 7 
Ella/Hatton 
Staying in Ella, discover life on a working 
tea plantation. Your accommodation will 
offer local activities such as a walk through 
the tea estate or a visit to a nearby tea 
factory. Those indulging at Tea Trails can 
swim in the bungalow’s pool, learn about 
tea production with a tea tour and tasting, 
enjoy High Tea on the lawn and generally 
luxuriate with unbeaten Relais & Chateaux-
standard food and service. 

Day 8 
Ella/Hatton – Yala 
After breakfast, depart for Yala National 
Park, Sri Lanka’s second-largest national 
park with one of the highest leopard 
densities in the world. Take an evening 
jeep safari into the park, which is also 
home to elephants, deer, wild buffalo, 
monkeys, crocodiles and peacocks. With a 
bit of luck there will be the chance to spot 
the elusive leopard as it sneaks through 
the undergrowth! 

Day 9 
Yala – Tangalle 
Start the day with a pre-dawn jeep safari. 
An early safari is the best time to spot game 
when they are most active in the morning 
light. The park at Yala is semi-arid, so there’s 
a better chance to see wildlife with less 
jungle hindering your view. Afterwards, 
head towards the coast and a three-night 
beach stay at Tangalle. 

Day 10, 11 
Tangalle 
Two full days at leisure to relax at 
the beach. 

Day 12 
Tangalle – Galle 
Drive to Galle, one of the best-preserved 
colonial-era cities in Southeast Asia, and a 
popular and pleasant place to visit in  
Sri Lanka. It is a UNESCO World Heritage 
City, known for its fort walls and relaxed 
pace. Galle’s almost-car-free streets, 
inviting cafes and restaurants and 
modern boutiques draw many visitors. 
In the afternoon, discover Galle with a 
gentle guided walk by a resident local, 
which includes a type of treasure hunt 
for children. 

Day 13 
Galle – Colombo Airport 
A full day of leisure to enjoy Galle, before 
transferring to the airport in the evening for 
your international departing flight. For those 
wishing to extend their Sri Lankan holiday, 
ask us about adding an extra beach stay 
after Galle.
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ACTIVE SRI LANKA 
15 DAYS/14 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18ASL

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo – Makandura 
You will be met upon arrival at Colombo’s 
international airport and transferred to your 
accommodation at Makandura. 

Day 2 
Makandura 
Explore Makandura by bicycle and on foot. 
Start with an early guided bike ride through 
the surrounding area, passing through 
paddy fields and forest. In the afternoon, 
visit the local temple and a small teashop 
on a village walk. 

Day 3 
Makandura – Habarana 
Drive to Habarana in Sri Lanka’s cultural 
triangle. Stop along the way and visit the 
Dambulla Cave Temple, also known as 
the Golden Temple of Dambulla, one of 
Sri Lanka’s eight UNESCO World Heritage 
sites. Dambulla is considered to be the 
largest, best-preserved cave temple 

complex in the country. Afterwards proceed 
to Habarana and enjoy the remainder of 
the day at leisure. 

Day 4 
Habarana 
Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress, one of 
Sri Lanka’s biggest drawcards. Climb the 
1,200 steps to the top of the rock and see 
the beautiful rock frescoes as you go. Linger 
and enjoy the panoramic views from the 
top of the rock. In the afternoon, explore 
the former medieval capital of Polonnaruwa 
on bicycles. 

Day 5 
Habarana 
Rise early this morning to climb the massive 
rock formation of Pidurangala. In the 
afternoon visit the Ritigala Archaeological 
Monastery, one of the country’s lesser-
visited attractions, and explore the 
meditational pathways and archaeological 
ruins in the forest. 

Day 6 
Habarana – Madulkelle 
Drive to Madulkelle and for the next two 
nights stay on a picturesque tea plantation 
on the Knuckles Mountain Range. Afternoon 
at leisure to enjoy the facilities of your hotel, 
the outstanding mountain views and the 
natural environment. 

Day 7 
Madulkelle 
Spend the day trekking in the Knuckles 
Mountain Range. This uphill climb will wind 
across streams, past waterfalls and through 
dense forests filled with endemic flora 
and fauna. 

Largely avoiding conventional sightseeing, this itinerary will reveal beautiful 

locations within Sri Lanka for walking, bicycling and trekking. Discover a Sri Lanka 

away from the tourist crowds, with unique accommodation and a range of active 

daily programs. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Experience rural Sri Lanka by bicycle and with a village walk at 
Makandura ■ See Dambulla Cave Temple ■ Climb Pidurangala rock formation  
■ Visit and climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Enjoy a plantation stay and hike in Knuckles 
Mountain Range ■ Take a boat safari and forest walk at Gal Oya National Park 
 ■ Climb Monkey Mountain at Gal Oya. 

IDEAL FOR: Active travellers who like to experience a country on treks, rides and walks.

Day 8 
Madulkelle – Gal Oya 
Drive to Gal Oya National Park, Sri Lanka’s 
least-visited national park and the only park 
where you can safari by boat. For the next 
two nights stay at the only lodge near the 
park, where a team of wildlife enthusiasts 
and researchers will help you explore the 
local area and wildlife. 

Day 9 
Gal Oya 
Explore the nearby forest on a guided walk 
with the local Vedda chief. The Veddas 
are Sri Lanka’s indigenous inhabitants and 
preserve a direct line of descent from the 
island’s original Neolithic community. A 
Vedda chief will take you on a walk through 
the jungle of his ancestors. In the afternoon, 
take a boat safari in the national park and 
observe animals at the water’s edge. 

Day 10 
Gal Oya – Ella 
Hike to Monkey Mountain guided by one of 
the lodge’s naturalists. Walk through forest, 
climb over giant boulders and look for 
wildlife on this tough two-hour hike to the 
mountain’s peak. Afterwards, drive to the 
hill town of Ella. 

Day 11 
Ella 
Start the day with a leisurely hike to Little 
Adams Peak, and enjoy the views of 
the surrounding valleys and hills. Later, 
proceed to Nine Arches Bridge, a massive 
train crossing built entirely by stone by 
the British. 

Day 12 
Ella – Belihuloya 
Make the more adventurous climb to Ella 
Rock. Walk along railroad tracks and onto 
a hanging metal bridge, before climbing 
to the top of the rock for incredible views. 
Afterwards, depart for Belihuloya, a hillside 
location with a number of waterfalls nearby, 
and enjoy a two-night stay in a boutique 
nature resort. In the afternoon, walk 
through paddy fields to visit the ancient 
cave temple in a local village. 

Day 13 
Belihuloya 
Walk to Pahanthudawa Waterfalls this 
morning, an active and adventurous walk.  
In the afternoon, drive to a scenic lookout 
with views all the way to Udawalawe 
and take a small trek through the Peak 
Wilderness Forest Sanctuary. 

Day 14
Belihuloya – Colombo 
Drive to Colombo, Sri Lanka’s biggest city 
and also its capital. Today, it is a bustling 
metropolis where the old and the new 
can be seen side by side. In the evening, 
experience a different side of the city. 
Take a city walk with an expert resident 
guide who will introduce you to some of 
Sri Lanka’s best street foods and Arrack, 
a coconut liquor popular with locals. 

Day 15 
Depart
Transfer to the airport for your departing 
international flight.
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QUINTESSENTIAL SRI LANKA 
10 DAYS/9 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18QSL

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo – Negombo 
You will be met upon arrival at Colombo’s 
international airport and transferred to your 
hotel in Negombo, a short drive away. 

Day 2 
Negombo – Dambulla – Sigiriya 
Drive to Sigiriya, stopping en route to visit 
the Dambulla Cave Temples. Said to be 
Sri Lanka’s biggest and best-preserved cave 
temples, Dambulla’s more than 150 statues 
of Buddha and cave paintings often leave a 
lasting impression on visitors. Spend some 
time exploring the caves and statues here. 
Later, continue to Sigiriya and check into 
your hotel. 

Day 3 
Sigiriya 
Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress, also known as 
Lion Rock. Set in green scrub jungle, this 
massive rock was a retreat for Buddhist 
monks in ancient times. Today, it is one of 
Sri Lanka’s must-see attractions with its 
network of gardens and cave frescoes.  
Take your time to explore this World 
Heritage site and climb the 1,200 steps up 
and down the impressive rock. Remainder 
of the day at leisure. 

Day 4 
Sigiriya – Kandy 
Drive to Kandy this morning, with the option 
to stop at a spice garden at Matale en route 
and discover the flavours of Sri Lankan 
cooking. Kandy, the last capital of the 
Sri Lankan kings, is the charming, easy-going 
capital of the hill country centred around 
Kandy Lake. In the early evening, visit the 
Temple of the Sacred Tooth. 

Day 5 
Kandy – Nuwara Eliya 
Travel to Nuwara Eliya on a scenic four-
hour rail journey, winding through the 
picturesque hills and countryside, taking in 
the natural beauty of the country from the 
window of your comfortable train. Known 
as ‘Little England’ due to its picturesque 
landscape and cool climate, Nuwara Eliya 
was founded as a hill station retreat for 
British civil servants. In the afternoon, 
discover the story of tea through a tea 
plantation and factory visit. 

Day 6 
Nuwara Eliya – Yala 
After breakfast, begin the drive to Yala 
National Park. Yala is the second-largest 
national park in Sri Lanka and its most 
visited wildlife reserve. In the afternoon, 
head into the park for your first jeep safari. 

Its rolling hills carpeted by tea plantations and its coast lapped by the clear warm 

waters of the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka reveals its beauty on this quintessential 

journey across the island. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Take a scenic rail journey to the former 
British hill station of Nuwara Eliya ■ Take jeep safaris in Yala National Park ■ Discover 
World Heritage-listed Dambulla Rock Cave Temple ■ Visit the Temple of the Sacred 
Tooth Relic in Kandy ■ Explore historic Galle Fort ■ Enjoy sightseeing in Colombo. 

IDEAL FOR: An uptempo introduction to Sri Lanka.

Day 7 
Yala – Galle 
Rise early for a dawn jeep safari in Yala 
National Park. Though it may be hard to get 
out of bed before the sun, this is the time 
of day the animals are most active, thus 
improving your chances of sightings. Yala is 
home to elephant, wild boar, wild buffalo, 
crocodiles, sloth bears, monkeys and the 
elusive leopard. After breakfast, drive 
to Galle. 

Day 8 
Galle 
Discover Galle today. This UNESCO listed 
city was founded by the Portuguese in the 
16th century and is the best example of 
a fortified city built by the Portuguese in 
south Asia. A walking tour will reveal the 
city’s history and its main sights including 
the lighthouse and rampart walls. Afternoon 
at leisure in Galle. 

Day 9 
Galle – Colombo 
Depart for Colombo after breakfast, 
Sri Lanka’s largest city and commercial 
capital. Today, Colombo is a bustling city 
of more than two million people where 
different ethnic groups, religions and 
cultures mingle. In the afternoon, take 
a sightseeing tour of the city. For those 
wishing to see Colombo’s contemporary 
side, we suggest visiting Dutch Hospital for 
dinner and shopping in the evening. 

Day 10 
Depart 
Today you will be transferred to the airport 
for your international departing flight. 
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WILDLIFE OF SRI LANKA 
17 DAYS/16 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18WSL

Day 1
Arrive Colombo – Horathapola
You will be met upon arrival at Colombo’s 
international airport and transferred to 
nearby Horathapola for your first stay. 
Horathapola provides you with a snapshot 
of an idyllic rural Sri Lanka. 

Day 2
Horathapola 
A full day at leisure to enjoy Horathapola. 
Staying on a 50-acre plantation estate, 
there are a number of local activities on 
offer here. Rise early to go bird watching, 
spotting as many of the local species as you 
can. You can take a guided walk through 
the coconut trees and paddy fields, or visit 
the nearby village. Later, you may wish 
to relax and enjoy the afternoon by the 
pool or learn about Sri Lankan cooking by 
helping prepare lunch or dinner at your 
plantation stay. 

Day 3, 4
Wilpattu 
Drive to Wilpattu National Park, the largest 
of Sri Lanka’s parks and popular due to its 
high prevalence of leopards. Wilpattu is also 
home to a diverse range of other wildlife, 
including the highly threatened Sri Lankan 
sloth bear, elephant, spotted deer, water 
buffalo, sambar and mongoose. A number 
of wetland bird species are also found here 
including garganey, pintail and whistling 
teal. Spend the next two days exploring this 
amazing ecosystem on guided game drives. 

Day 5
Wilpattu – Anuradhapura – 
Sigiriya
Depart this morning for the ancient city 
of Anuradhapura. Anuradhapura is a 
sprawling complex and is one of the oldest 
continuously inhabited cities in the world. 
Visit the sacred and ancient grounds of 
Anuradhapura with its rich collection of 
archaeological treasures dating back over 
2,000 years. Afterwards, visit the Ritigala 

archaeological site and discover its long 
meditational pathways winding through 
thick jungle. Continue onto Sigiriya and 
check into your hotel.

Day 6
Sigiriya
Visit the magnificent Rock Fortress of 
Sigiriya, also known as Lion Rock – one of 
Sri Lanka’s biggest attractions. The site was 
the domain of King Kashyapa whose aim 
was to build an impregnable fortress and, 
within it, a heavenly abode. Make the effort 
to climb about 1,200 steps and see the 
beautiful cave frescoes during the climb, 
as well as the panoramic views from the 
top of the rock. Afterwards, visit the rock 
formation of Pidurangala located just a few 
kilometres north.

Discover the best wildlife experiences Sri Lanka has to offer, travelling to three of 

its national parks. Visit the oldest, the biggest and the least-visited national park. 

Along the way, see some of Sri Lanka’s best-known cultural attractions. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Search for the elusive Sri Lankan leopard in Wilpattu National Park  
■ Safari by boat at Gal Oya National Park ■ Enjoy a luxury tented camp and game drives 
at Yala National Park ■ Experience rural tranquility at Horathapola ■ Climb Sigiriya 
Rock Fortress ■ Explore the ancient city of Anuradhapura ■ See the wild elephants of 
Minneriya National Park ■ Take a bicycle tour in Kandy.

IDEAL FOR: Wildlife enthusiasts.

Day 7
Sigiriya 
Morning at leisure before setting out on a 
jeep safari to either Kaudulla or Minneriya 
National Park where you can see elephants 
in their natural habitat. Encountering these 
giants at close range is an unforgettable 
experience. Both parks also present 
sightings of bird-flocks such as painted 
storks, pelicans and little cormorants as well 
as toque macaques, sambar deer, buffalo 
and crocodiles. 

Day 8
Sigiriya – Kandy
Drive to Kandy today. The charming, easy-
going capital of the hill country, Kandy 
once served as the country’s capital of 
the Sinhalese kingdom until its fall to the 
British in 1815. With the lovely centerpiece 
of Kandy Lake, Kandy is a big city that still 
retains touches of its colonial history in its 
buildings. Visit the Buddhist Temple of the 
Sacred Tooth Relic, which houses the relic 
of the tooth of Buddha. 

Day 9
Kandy 
Explore Kandy today by bicycle. Mounting 
the older Sri Lankan style of bike, take a 
guided cycling tour along the small lanes 
and back roads of the city. Meet the local 
people carrying on the traditions of the 
Kandyan Kingdom, from the keeper of 
the Buddhist temple to the lady selling 
coconuts, and discover some of the local 
cottage industries. 

Day 10,11,12
Gal Oya 
Drive to Gal Oya National Park, the 
only place in Sri Lanka where safaris 
are conducted by boat, giving you an 
opportunity to observe animals as they 
come to the water’s edge to drink. Gal 
Oya is also the country’s least-visited park, 
and here you will stay at the only lodge 
near the park. Spend the next three days 
exploring Gal Oya by boat, jeep and on foot, 
guided by genuine wildlife researchers and 
enthusiasts. Take the opportunity to visit 
the lodge’s research centre and learn about 
the animal studies and wildlife research 
being conducted on site. 

Day 13, 14
Yala 
Continue on to Yala National Park. Your stay 
for the next two nights will be at a luxury 
campsite ideally located in the buffer zone 
of the park, near the Block 5 gate – the 
lesser-frequented entrance to Yala. This is 
Sri Lanka’s oldest and most-visited wildlife 
reserve and is home to herds of elephants, 
wild boar, wild buffalo, crocodiles, sloth 
bears, monkeys and other animals. Its most 
famous residents, however, are its leopards.

Day 15 
Yala – Galle 
Drive to Galle, one of the best-preserved 
colonial-era cities in Southeast Asia, and a 
UNESCO World Heritage City. A leisurely day 
to relax at your hotel or you can take a walk 
and enjoy the views of the sunset from the 
ramparts of the fort. 

Day 16 
Galle 
Discover Galle Fort today with a guided 
walking tour. See the city’s key sights and 
meet some interesting local characters 
along the way to find the true heart of 
Galle. The afternoon is at leisure and you 
may wish to spend some time visiting 
Galle’s modern cafes and restaurants, small 
boutiques and galleries. With its almost-car-
free cobbled streets, the city is a pleasant 
place to explore on foot. 

Day 17 
Galle – Colombo Airport
Transfer to Colombo for your international 
departing flight.
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SRI LANKAN FAMILY ADVENTURE 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18FAD

Day 1 
Colombo Airport – Makandura 
You will be met upon arrival and transferred 
to your first stay in Makandura. Experience 
the tranquility of rural Sri Lanka in this small 
village surrounded by tropical greenery, and 
the nearby lake. 

Day 2 
Makandura
Discover Makandura and the daily rituals of 
rural Sri Lanka. Rise early for coffee and bird 
watching by the lake, followed by a bicycle 
tour through surrounding paddy-fields and 
orchards. Later, take a guided village walk 
and visit the local temple. 

Day 3 
Makandura – Ritigala – Sigiriya
Depart for Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle. 
Visit Ritigala Archeological Monastery and 
explore its winding meditational pathways 
that open into thick jungle and large stone-
lined reservoirs. Continue to Sigirya for a 
one-night jungle stay experience in rustic 
tree houses. In the evening go in search of 
animals including elephants with a night 
safari from your accommodation. 

Day 4 
Sigiriya – Polonnaruwa – 
Sigiriya
Visit the magnificent Rock Fortress of 
Sigiriya, also known as Lion Rock. Rising 
over the dry plains of the Sigiriya district, 
the tough climb of 1,200 footsteps ends 
with a panoramic view of the plains and 
villages beneath. Observe the beautiful 
frescoes of Sigiriya during the climb. 

Afterwards, cycle through the ancient city 
of Polonnaruwa, once the site of Sri Lanka’s 
second medieval capital. 

Day 5 
Sigiriya – Minneriya – Sigiriya 
Visit and climb the Piduragala rock 
formation, once considered to be the royal 
temple at the time when King Kashyapa 
was at the helm of the Sigiriya fortress. 
From the top you can see Sigiriya Rock 
Fortress in the distance. In the afternoon, 
drive to Minneriya National Park or 
Kaudulla National Park for a jeep safari to 
observe herds of wild elephants in their 
natural habitat. 

A two-week journey that will introduce families with active teenagers to Sri Lanka’s 

people and culture through hands-on experiences and activities. Featuring village 

walks; bicycle tours; hikes; train travel; down-to-earth, authentic accommodation; 

some of Sri Lanka’s best sights and direct engagement with local people. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Experience rural Sri Lankan life with a village walk and bicycle tour at 
Makandura ■ Climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Take a jeep safari at Minneriya National Park 
■ See the Temple of the Sacred Tooth in Kandy ■ Enjoy a village walk and school visit in 
Digana ■ Take a scenic rail trip to Ella ■ Hike to Little Adams Peak and Ella Rock  
■ Take a jeep safari in Yala National Park ■ Explore the historic city of Galle.

IDEAL FOR: Families with active teenagers.

Day 6 
Sigiriya – Kandy – Digana 
Drive to Kandy and visit the much-revered 
Temple of the Sacred Tooth before 
continuing to your accommodation 
at Digana. 

Day 7 
Digana
Today walk, bus and swim in the 
surrounding area, and experience local 
life in the village of Digana. A guided walk 
will take you through the village including 
a visit to the village school. Afterwards, join 
residents on a local bus ride and continue 
your walk to a nearby waterfall where you 
may choose to swim. Return to your hotel 
and afternoon at leisure.

Day 8 
Digana – Kandy – Ella 
Drive to Kandy and embark on a scenic rail 
journey through Sri Lanka’s hill country. 
Travelling by comfortable local train, the 
approximately six-hour train trip to Ella will 
take you past lush tea plantations and over 
the green mountains of the hill country. 

A very relaxing and enjoyable journey.  
You will be met at Ella station by your driver 
and transferred to your accommodation. 

Day 9 
Ella 
Start the day with a leisurely hike to Little 
Adams Peak. Be rewarded with magnificent 
views of the valley and surrounding hills 
from the peak. Afterwards, proceed to Nine 
Arches Bridge, one of the architectural 
marvels that remains from British Ceylon. 

Day 10 
Ella – Yala – Weerawila 
Today stretch your legs with a more 
challenging trek to Ella Rock, accompanied 
by a local farmer/guide. Again, at the end 
of the walk you will enjoy picturesque 
views of the hill country. In the afternoon, 
drive to Yala and set out on a jeep safari in 
Yala National Park, Sri Lanka’s best-known 
wildlife reserve. 

Day 11 
Weerawila
Rise early and travel by local hand tractor a 
short distance to the Weerawila tank. Join 
local fisherman and try your hand at fishing. 
Afterwards, breakfast will be served at the 
water’s edge. In the afternoon, take a tuk 
tuk ride to a nearby village and discover 
how traditional clay pots are made. Make 
your own clay pot and learn more about the 
lives of the locals who have made pottery 
their livelihood.

Day 12 
Weerawilla – Galle 
Drive to the historic city of Galle, one of 
Southeast Asia’s best-preserved colonial 
era cities. Today it is also a pleasant and 
popular place to visit in Sri Lanka with its 
almost-car-free streets, modern cafes and 
boutiques. In the afternoon, discover Galle 
Fort and its people on a fascinating guided 
walking tour. Savour traditional Sri Lankan 
rice and curry for dinner in a family home. 

Day 13 
Galle – Colombo Airport
Today you will be collected from your hotel 
and transferred to Colombo airport for your 
international departing flight.
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CLASSIC SRI LANKA 
15 DAYS/14 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18CSL

Day 1 
Colombo 
Welcome to Sri Lanka! You will be met 
on arrival and transferred to your 
accommodation. 

Day 2 
Colombo 
Explore Colombo today. You can choose to 
discover the city through a guided walk that 
will reveal Colombo’s landmark buildings 
and significant architecture, mingled with 
fascinating tales of its past, and take you to 
the bustling Pettah market. Or explore the 
city’s street food scene with a guided food 
tour that will introduce you to some of Sri 
Lanka’s best-known local snacks. 

Day 3 
Colombo – Dambulla – Sigiriya 
After breakfast, proceed to Sigiriya, stopping 
en route to visit the Dambulla Cave Temple 
complex. The caves at Dambulla contain 
the most outstanding collection of Buddha 
images in Sri Lanka. These images of Lord 

Buddha are of his different reincarnations 
as well as depicting some historic episodes; 
it is often an unexpected highlight for 
visitors during a tour of Sri Lanka. Continue 
to Sigiriya and enjoy the remainder of the 
day at leisure. 

Day 4 
Sigiriya 
Visit and climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress. With 
its renowned frescoes and rock inscriptions, 
it is considered to be the Eighth Wonder of 
the World. The gardens of Sigiriya city are 
one of the most important aspects of the 
site because they are among the oldest 
landscaped gardens in the world. Take 
your time to climb the 1,200 steps up and 
down the rock. Afterwards, you may choose 
to visit Minneriya National Park (direct 
payment), and take a jeep safari to see wild 
elephants circle the Minneriya Tank, or you 
can enjoy the afternoon at leisure. 

Day 5 
Sigiriya – Kandy 
Drive to Kandy, with a stop along the way at 
an organic farm where coffee, coconut and 
pepper grow. Enjoy a guided farm walk and 
organic lunch before continuing to Kandy. 

Day 6 
Kandy 
This morning you may choose to learn the 
secrets of Sri Lankan recipes with a hands-
on cooking class in a traditional kitchen. 
Alternatively, you can visit the Peradeniya 
Botanical Garden, which covers around 
150 acres, or stretch your legs with an 
Udawattakelle Forest Sanctuary walk. In the 
early evening visit the much-revered Temple 
of the Sacred Tooth Relic that houses the 
relic of the tooth of Buddha. 

With ancient Buddhist temples, the impressive Sigiriya Rock Fortress, a scenic rail 

journey through Sri Lanka’s hill country, tea plantation stay, leopards and wildlife 

at Yala National Park, the historic walled city of Galle and a beachside break, this 

journey offers incredible variety. Sri Lanka is truly a traveller’s paradise.

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Take a Colombo sightseeing tour ■ Climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Visit 
UNESCO Dambulla Cave Temple ■ Visit and have lunch at an organic farm ■ Discover the 
Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic in Kandy ■ Take jeep safaris at Yala National Park ■ Take 
a train ride in Sri Lanka’s hill country ■ Enjoy a two-day beach stay ■ Sightsee in Galle.

IDEAL FOR: A good introduction to Sri Lanka for any traveller 

Day 7 
Kandy – Central Highlands 
Embark on a scenic train journey to the 
central highlands. Observe the picturesque 
Sri Lankan countryside from the window 
of the comfortable train, see the tea 
plantations and green hills from your 
window as you wind your way through the 
hills to the cooler climate of the highlands. 
Transfer to your tea plantation stay and 
enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure. 

Day 8 
Tea Plantation Central 
Highlands 
A full day to experience the slower pace 
and daily workings on a tea plantation. 
Enjoy local activities offered at your 
accommodation which may include a 
plantation walk or tea factory visit and even 
enjoy high tea served on the lawn of your 
hotel. A change of pace and temperature 
from other days of your Sri Lankan tour. 

Day 9 
Central Highlands – Yala 
Drive to Yala National Park, the second-
largest national park in the country with 
one of the highest leopard densities in 
the world. Take an evening jeep safari into 
the park, which is also home to herds of 
elephants, deer, wild buffalo, wild boar, 
monkeys, crocodiles and peacocks. 

Day 10 
Yala 
Rise early for a pre-dawn jeep safari at Yala 
National Park. An early safari is the best 
time to spot game when they are most 
active in the morning light. The park at Yala 
is semi-arid, so there’s a better chance to 
see wildlife with less jungle hindering your 
view. The afternoon is yours at leisure. 

Day 11 
Yala – Galle 
Depart for Galle this morning. One of 
the best-preserved colonial-era cities in 
Southeast Asia, Galle has been declared a 
UNESCO World Heritage City. Galle was a 
prominent seaport long before colonial rule 
in the country as Persians, Arabs, Greeks, 
Romans, Malays, Indians and Chinese were 
doing business through Galle port. The 
‘modern’ history of the city began with the 
arrival of the Portuguese in 1502. 

Day 12 
Galle 
Today you have free time to discover Galle. 
Galle Fort is a pleasant place to explore with 
its quiet streets, inviting cafes, boutiques 
and artisan workshops. Later in the 
afternoon, a gentle guided walk with a local 
character and guide will reveal some of the 
stories and points of interest in Galle – from 
the local snacks to kite flyers and key sights. 

Day 13, 14 
Galle – Talpe/Bentota 
After breakfast, depart for your selected 
beach stay where your time is at your 
leisure. Unwind and enjoy Sri Lanka’s 
beautiful coastline and sandy beaches over 
the next two days. 

Day 15 
Talpe/Bentota –  
Colombo Airport  
You will be collected today from your beach 
stay and transferred to Colombo for your 
international departure.
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SRI LANKA IN STYLE 
12 DAYS/11 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18SLS

Day 1
Arrive Colombo – Kotugoda
Welcome to Sri Lanka! You will be met upon 
arrival in Colombo and transferred to your 
hotel, the nearby and serene The Wallawwa. 

Day 2
Kotugoda – Dambulla – 
Thirappane
After breakfast drive to Dambulla. Visit 
the world heritage-listed Dambulla Cave 
Temple, also known as the Golden Temple 
of Dambulla, considered to be the largest 
best-preserved cave temple complex in 
Sri Lanka. Continue to Thirappane and for 
the next three nights stay at the luxury eco 
resort Ulagalla. Afternoon at leisure. 

Day 3
Thirappane – Anuradhapura – 
Thirappane
Continue your exploration of Sri Lanka’s 
cultural triangle this morning with a visit  
Lanka. Take in the sights of the ancient 
city, with its rich collection of religious and 

architectural wonders. Visit the main stupa 
and join pilgrims at the sacred Bodhi tree. 
Later, return to your accommodation and 
spend the afternoon enjoying the facilities 
at your luxury resort. There are a number of 
activities on offer at Ulagalla including horse 
riding and bicycling around the hotel’s 
expansive grounds, massage, enjoying 
its magnificent pool or dining in the rice 
paddy fields. (Direct payment applies for 
some activities.)

Day 4
Thirappane – Ritigala – 
Thirappane
This morning you will visit the Ritigala 
Archeological Monastery. This lesser-
visited archeological site bears a certain 
mysterious nature owing to the long 
meditational pathways that open into the 
thick jungle and large stone-lined reservoirs. 
Remainder of the day at leisure. 

Day 5
Thirappane – Sigiriya – Kandy 
Drive to Sigiriya Rock Fortress – one of 
Sri Lanka’s biggest draw cards – and climb 
this massive rock formation. Marvel at the 
magnificent rock frescoes as you make the 
taxing ascent to the top of Sigiriya, also 
known as Lion Rock. Once you reach the 
top, you will be rewarded with panoramic 
views of the lush green valleys and 
plantations below. Afterwards, continue to 
Kandy and stay two nights at the elegant 
The Kandy House.

Day 6
Kandy
This morning visit the much-revered 
Buddhist Temple of the Sacred Tooth 
Relic, said to house the relic of the tooth of 
Buddha. See the pilgrims that travel from 
across the globe to visit this sacred site 
and the offerings presented at the temple 
during daily rituals. You may also wish to 
take a stroll around Kandy Lake, or explore 
the small streets and markets of the city. 
The afternoon is at your leisure. 

With a focus on luxury and designed around some of the country’s finest hotels, 

this leisurely paced journey features two-to-three-night stays at each location to 

allow plenty of time to experience these amazing properties. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Experience Sri Lanka’s most luxurious boutique hotels and resorts  
■ Stay at Tea Trails luxury bungalows ■ See the archaeological wonders of Anuradhapura 
■ Take a scenic rail journey to Hatton ■ Stroll amongst the lush tea plantations of 
Dickoya ■ Climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Visit the UNESCO Temple of the Sacred Tooth 
Relic in Kandy ■ Take a Colombo walking tour.

IDEAL FOR: Travellers wanting an upmarket, leisurely holiday.

Day 7
Kandy – Hatton – Dickoya
Today enjoy a picturesque train journey 
to Hatton, travelling through Sri Lanka’s 
hill country with lush tea plantations and 
mountains covered in mist. From Hatton 
continue by vehicle to Ceylon Tea Trails, the 
world’s first tea bungalow resort, perched at 
an altitude of 1,250 metres in the country’s 
beautiful tea region. You can either relax or 
put your walking shoes on and stride out 
into the picturesque tea estates right at 
your doorstep. 

Day 8 
Dickoya
Start your day with traditional bed tea, a 
daily ritual at Tea Trails. Today discover the 
history of tea and learn the secrets of tea 
tasting, with a true tea expert as your guide. 
A plantation tour will reveal the age-old tea 
making process. You can observe tea being 
plucked by hand, and visit the factory where 
the leaves are processed. The tour ends 
with a tasting of different grades of tea. 
In the afternoon, indulge with high tea on 
the verandah. 

Day 9 
Dickoya
A full day to enjoy your luxury stay at Tea 
Trails. You may wish to visit the nearby 
Warleigh Church, built by early British 
planters and located in one of the most 
stunning locations, or enjoy a walk/trek or 
bicycle ride through the tea plantations with 
one of Tea Trails’ delicious picnics to savour 
along the way.

Day 10 
Dickoya – Colombo 
After breakfast, depart for Colombo. With its 
large harbour and strategic position along 
the East West sea-trade routes, Colombo 
was well known to ancient traders as long 
as 2,000 years ago. Today, Sri Lanka’s 
capital is a metropolis of over two million 
people. The contrast between high-rise 
hotels and colonial mansions, supermarkets 
and street bazaars, dazzling cars and 
motor-rickshaws, is found everywhere. 
Stay at The Residence, a boutique property 
in central Colombo with an impressive 
contemporary restaurant. 

Day 11 
Colombo
A morning at leisure to enjoy your beautiful 
accommodation. Later in the afternoon, 
take an easy two-to-three-hour guided 
walking tour that takes you through the 
city’s heart, highlighting its historic buildings 
and revealing tales of the city from times 
gone by. Stroll to the bustling local Pettah 
Market with its labyrinth of streets bursting 
with tiny shops. Afterwards, you may wish 
to visit some of Colombo’s contemporary 
shopping boutiques. 

Day 12 
Colombo – Airport
Your tour concludes after breakfast. 
Transfer to Colombo Airport for your 
departing flight.
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CELEBRATE SRI LANKA 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18PO8 

Day 1 
Colombo 
Welcome to Sri Lanka. You will be met upon 
arrival at the airport and transferred to your 
accommodation – an elegant heritage hotel 
in the heart of Colombo. 

Day 2
Colombo 
A full day to explore Colombo with a  
vehicle and driver at your disposal. 
Colombo is Sri Lanka’s largest city and its 
capital. You can see evidence here of the 
old Sri Lanka and the new. We also offer a 
range of guided city walks for those who 
want to delve a little deeper in Colombo. 
For a snapshot of modern Colombo, we 
recommend visiting Dutch Hospital for 
shopping and dinner in the evening. 

Day 3 
Colombo – Digana 
Depart for the cooler climate of Sri Lanka’s 
hill country. For the next three nights stay 
in a boutique villa in Digana, outside of 
Kandy. Your villa stay is surrounded by 
lush tropical gardens, with stunning views 
of the mountain ranges and Victoria Golf 
& Country Resort. This boutique villa is a 
perfect place for your group to relax. 

Day 4 
Digana 
Visit and explore Kandy, where touches of  
Sri Lanka’s colonial past still linger in 
buildings such as the Queen’s Hotel. Take a 
walk around Kandy Lake, explore its markets 
and streets, or visit the Botanic Gardens. 
Kandy’s biggest attraction is the much-
revered, World Heritage-listed Temple of the 
Sacred Tooth Relic, which draws Buddhist 
pilgrims from across the globe. 

Day 5 
Digana 
A full day at leisure at your villa. For those 
who like to play golf, you can visit and play 
at the surrounding golf course (direct 
payment). You can also take a walk on the 
country club grounds, or simply relax at 
the villa. 

Day 6 
Digana – Tea Country 
Drive into Sri Lanka’s tea country in the 
central highlands. Be surrounded by 
tea plantations where ladies in colourful 
dresses pluck tea leaves by hand, and the 
hustle and bustle of life seems a million 
miles away. Stay in one of our preferred 
boutique properties – all restored tea 
planters’ bungalows ranging from deluxe to 
truly luxurious. 

Day 7 
Tea Country 
Discover the routines and rhythms of life 
in Ceylon’s tea country today. Take a walk 
in the plantations, stopping to speak with 
the tea pickers, and learning how to pluck 
the leaves correctly by hand. You can also 
visit the nearby tea factory and see how tea 
is processed. 

Day 8 
Tea Country 
A full day at leisure to enjoy your tea 
plantation stay. You can choose to take a 
walk through the picturesque countryside 
and tea plantations, or to relax in your 
bungalow. In the afternoon, take high tea 
served on the lawn at your accommodation. 

A stylish tour designed to let you and your group celebrate together. This 

itinerary features outstanding accommodation where you can relax, spend time 

together and mark a special occasion. A leisurely paced itinerary with longer 

stays at each destination, Celebrate Sri Lanka can be adjusted to suit any sized 

group, your interests and timeframe.

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Take a private charter flight from the tea country to southern Sri Lanka 
■ Explore Colombo and stay in its top heritage hotel ■ Enjoy a three-night tea plantation 
stay in Sri Lanka’s tea country ■ Discover the city of Kandy and take an optional visit to 
the UNESCO Temple of the Sacred Tooth ■ Take up the option to play golf in the hill 
country ■ Meander through the modern cafes and shops of Galle.

IDEAL FOR: A party of friends or family travelling together, or those sharing a milestone 
birthday or significant anniversary with loved ones.

Day 9 
Tea Country – Koggala – Galle 
Board a private charter flight for southern 
Sri Lanka. The eight-seater plane will take 
off from the water before a scenic flight 
over central and southern Sri Lanka. 
A unique way to see and experience this 
incredible country, and reach your next 
destination in under an hour. You will be 
met at Koggala and transferred by vehicle 
to Galle. Alternatively, for groups wanting 
a beach stay, we will transfer you to your 
accommodation along the coast. 

Day 10 
Galle 
Explore Galle, one of Southeast Asia’s 
best-preserved colonial-era cities. Galle is 
a charming town with its cobbled streets, 
appealing restaurants and boutiques, 
impressive fort walls and history. Spend 
some time exploring the small streets and 
lanes, and take a stroll on the rampart walls 
at sunset. 

Day 11 
Galle 
A full day at leisure to enjoy your 
accommodation or explore the city. You 
may also choose to visit one of the nearby 
beaches found along the coast outside 
of the city of Galle. For those opting for a 
beach stay – a full day to unwind along the 
coast at the beach or by the pool. 

Day 12 
Galle 
A full day at leisure in Galle or at the 
beach. Your vehicle and driver are also at 
your disposal. 

Day 13 
Galle – Colombo Airport  
You will be collected from your hotel and 
transferred to the international airport in 
Colombo for your departing flight.

Digana

Tea Country

Colombo

Koggala
Galle

SRI LANKA

32  S R I  L A N K A  U N B O U N D  | 33



I NEED A TROPICAL HOLIDAY 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18MON 

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo – Katunayake 
You will be met upon arrival and transferred 
a short distance to your nearby hotel.

Day 2
Katunayake – Puttalam 
Drive to Puttalam, a small town on 
Sri Lanka’s northwest coast. Stay in a former 
family manor house that’s now converted 
into a six-room boutique hotel. Spend the 
afternoon reading in a planters’ chair on the 
verandah or enjoy the hotel pool. 

Day 3
Puttalam
Discover Puttalam today. The town is 
home to one of the biggest lagoons in 
Sri Lanka and has a predominantly Muslim 
population. See the coloured houses and 
residents riding traditional cycles as you 
explore the city. You can also visit nearby 
Kalpitiya, known for its seasonal dolphin 
and whale watching.

Day 4
Puttalam – Wilpattu – 
Anuradhapura 
Rise early to travel to Wilpattu National Park 
for a dawn jeep safari. Wilpattu is Sri Lanka’s 
largest national park and its inhabitants 
include leopards, sloth bears, crocodiles, 
spotted deer and a variety of bird species. 
Afterwards, continue to Anuradhapura, the 
one-time capital of Sri Lanka. 

Day 5
Anuradhapura – Kuchchaveli
Visit the ancient city of Anuradhapura, with 
its rich collection of archaeological and 
architectural wonders. At the pinnacle of 
its glory, the former capital extended over 
52 square kilometres. See the main stupas 
and join pilgrims at the sacred Bodhi tree. 
Afterwards, drive to the east coast and 
begin your four-night beach stay. 

Day 6, 7, 8
Kuchchaveli
Enjoy three full days on Sri Lanka’s east 
coast. Your accommodation here sits 
nestled among the jungle, with the beach 
at your doorstep. The hotel boasts a wide 
stretch of private beach with lounge chairs 
along the sand. It has an inviting swimming 
pool, a main all-day restaurant, a beach 
bar and restaurant, a spa and gymnasium. 
An ideal place to relax and enjoy the sun 
and the sea for a few days.

Day 9
Kuchchaveli – Trincomalee – 
Sigiriya 
Visit Trincomalee and discover the everyday 
life that’s little changed in parts of Sri Lanka. 
Visit Fort Frederic and see the small shops 
and old-fashioned businesses with a guided 
walking tour in Trincomalee. Afterwards, 
drive to Sigiriya in the cultural triangle. 

A holiday for travellers looking for warm weather, sunshine and a long beach 

stay. Designed for travel in Sri Lanka from May to September when it’s generally 

warm and sunny in the places featured in this itinerary.

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Search for leopards and wildlife on a jeep safari in Wilpattu ■ Visit the 
ancient city of Anuradhapura ■ Unwind with a four-night beach stay on the east coast 
■ Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Take a guided city tour in Trincomalee ■ Explore the 
small coastal town of Puttalam ■ Experience life on a tea plantation with a three-night 
plantation stay.

IDEAL FOR: Travellers wanting to relax and enjoy warm weather.

Day 10
Sigiriya – Kegalle 
Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress, also known as 
Lion Rock. Explore this ancient city and 
gardens, climb the 1,200 steps to the top 
of the rock and see the magnificent Sigiriya 
rock frescoes. Sigiriya is one of Sri Lanka’s 
biggest drawcards. Drive to Kegalle and stay 
on a working tea estate. 

Day 11, 12 
Kegalle
Experience some of Sri Lanka’s colonial 
heritage with two full days on a tea 
plantation. You can take a walk through 
the plantations, visit a nearby tea factory, 
or simply enjoy a cup of tea on the 
verandah of your boutique hotel with 
views overlooking the valley. Uncover the 
secrets of Sri Lankan recipes with a hands-
on cooking class and lunch during your 
stay, and join the plantation manager on 
a guided village and plantation walk. Your 
accommodation is a wonderful place to 
relax with its lush surrounding gardens and 
pool. Optional activities available include 
yoga and massage (direct payment). 

Day 13 
Kegalle – Colombo Airport  
Today you will be collected from your hotel 
and transferred to the airport for your 
departing flight. 
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SURF SRI LANKA 
11 DAYS/10 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18SUR 

Day 1
Arrive Colombo 
Welcome to Colombo. You will be met 
upon arrival at the international airport and 
transferred to your hotel a short drive away. 

Day 2
Colombo – Hikkaduwa
Drive to Hikkaduwa on the west coast, a 
scenic beach stretch popular with surfers. 
As well as the breaks, the area boasts a 
number of restaurants and bars on the 
beach for relaxing. The surf conditions at 
Hikkaduwa are better suited to surfing 
than swimming at the start and end of the 
season. Snorkeling is also available from 
Hikkaduwa. 

Day 3
Hikkaduwa 
A full day of leisure to enjoy in Hikkaduwa. 
Rise early to surf, spend the day on the 
beach or for something more relaxing, 
spend the afternoon snorkelling. 

Day 4
Hikkaduwa 
The day is yours to spend as you wish. The 
vehicle and driver is at your disposal to seek 
out the best surf breaks around Hikkaduwa. 

Day 5
Hikkaduwa – Weligama 
Depart today for Weligama on Sri Lanka’s 
south coast. Another popular destination 
for surfing, Weligama boasts soft sandy 
beaches and a range of breaks suitable for 
surfers of all levels. Afternoon at leisure to 
experience the local surfing conditions. 

Day 6
Weligama 
A full day of leisure to explore the beaches 
and breaks around Weligama. Your vehicle 
and driver will be on hand to hunt down 
the best beaches in the area. Alternatively, 
you can head to Mirissa and join a whale 
watching tour (direct payment). 

Day 7 
Weligama
Relax at the beach in Weligama today or 
discover other nearby surf breaks with the 
vehicle and driver at your disposal.

Day 8 
Weligama – Talalla 
Travel further eastward on Sri Lanka’s 
south coast to your next destination – an 
ideal beachside retreat where the focus is 
surfing and yoga. For the next three days 
you can spend your time surfing, relaxing 
by the pool, swimming at the beach and 
taking yoga classes (optional – direct 
payment). You’ll be surrounded by fellow 
surf enthusiasts. 

Discover Sri Lanka’s best surf breaks and beaches on this holiday crafted 

especially for keen surfers. Visiting three of the country’s best surfing 

destinations, this leisurely journey includes at least two days of surfing at each 

destination. Suitable for travel from April to November when surfing is at its best. 

Vehicles with roof racks are provided so you can bring your own board.

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Discover the surf breaks of Hikkaduwa and surrounding beaches  
■ Enjoy casual dining and bars at beachside restaurants in Hikkaduwa ■ Take an optional 
whale watching tour in Mirissa ■ Surf at Weligama and nearby beaches on the south 
coast ■ Relax with a three-night stay at a surf and yoga retreat.

IDEAL FOR: Enthusiastic surfers who like to travel and surf.

Day 9
Talalla 
A full day at leisure. From your 
accommodation you can also choose to visit 
nearby surf breaks popular with locals. 

Day 10
Talalla 
Spend the day enjoying the optional 
activities offered at your hotel (direct 
payment). Take a morning or afternoon 
yoga lesson, indulge with a massage at the 
onsite spa, join other surfers at nearby 
breaks or relax at the beach. 

Day 11
Talalla – Colombo Airport
You will be collected from your hotel and 
transferred to Colombo international 
airport for your departing flight. 
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HONEYMOON SRI LANKA 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18HON 

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo – Kotugoda 
You will be met upon arrival and transferred 
to your hotel: the serene, boutique property 
The Wallawwa. 

Day 2 
Kotugoda – Dambulla – 
Thirappane 
Depart for Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle 
and your first stop at the Dambulla Cave 
Temples, considered to be the largest, best-
preserved cave temples in Sri Lanka. With 
its impressive collection of Buddha statues, 
this site often leaves a lasting impression on 
visitors. Continue to Thirappane and your 
accommodation at Ulagalla resort. 

Day 3
Thirappane 
An entire day to enjoy the facilities and 
activities at Ulagalla luxury resort. Linger 
over a traditional Sri Lankan breakfast, 
bicycle around the hotel’s expansive 

grounds, swim in the large main pool, or 
enjoy the privacy of your own plunge pool. 
Other activities available include yoga 
classes, massage at the onsite spa, horse 
riding and private dining in the rice paddies 
(all direct payment). 

Day 4 
Thirappane – Anuradhapura – 
Thirappane 
Visit Anuradhapura, the first ancient capital 
of Sri Lanka that today remains an active 
religious site. Join pilgrims at the sacred 
Bodhi tree and see some of the main 
stupas of Anuradhapura. Return to your 
luxury hotel, Ulagalla, for the afternoon 
at leisure. 

Day 5
Thirappane – Sigiriya – 
Madulkelle 
Start the day with a visit to Sigiriya Rock 
Fortress, one of the most popular places to 
visit in Sri Lanka. Make the taxing climb up 

1,200 steps to the top of the rock, stopping 
to see the famous Sigiriya cave frescoes 
during your climb. Afterwards, proceed 
to Madulkelle Tea & Eco Lodge, which sits 
nestled on a picturesque tea plantation 
with stunning views of the Knuckles 
Mountain Range. 

Day 6
Madulkelle 
Enjoy the day at Madulkelle. Soak up the 
views from your private verandah, swim in 
the infinity pool or take one of the lodge’s 
optional activities. You may choose a 
yoga class, indulge with a massage, take 
a cooking class, visit the nearby village 
or learn about the history of tea (all 
direct payment). 

Day 7
Madulkelle – Yala  
Drive to Kandy and board a scenic 
scheduled flight to Weerawila. On arrival, 
continue by vehicle to Yala and your 
accommodation at the outstanding Chena 
Huts. Stay in beautiful freestanding, luxury 
jungle huts with private plunge pools, 
which will take your breath away (as will 
the location). Surrounded by the beach, 
the jungle and the lake, soak up the natural 
beauty around you. In the afternoon search 
for leopards, elephants and other wildlife 
on a jeep safari in Yala National Park, and 
end the day with sundowners, with drinks 
all-inclusive during your stay at Chena Huts. 

A fabulously romantic honeymoon featuring some of Sri Lanka’s most 

spectacular places to stay. Private plunge pools, incredible views and optional 

activities from massages to yoga are what you can expect during a honeymoon 

in this tropical paradise.

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Stay at the luxury Ulagalla Resort ■ Climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress  
■ Discover the Bodhi tree and stupas of Anuradhapura ■ Enjoy a tea plantation stay at 
Madulkelle ■ Search for leopards on jeep safaris in Yala National Park ■ Indulge in an 
all-inclusive stay at the luxurious Chena Huts ■ Explore Galle Fort ■ Unwind with a beach 
stay at Rathgama.

IDEAL FOR: Newlyweds looking for a unique and romantic getaway in a tropical location.

Day 8 
Yala 
Rise early to visit Yala National Park for a 
dawn jeep safari led by an expert naturalist. 
Afternoon at leisure to enjoy the wonderful 
facilities at your hotel. 

Day 9
Yala – Galle 
Drive to Galle, a UNESCO World Heritage-
listed city on Sri Lanka’s south coast 
that’s both charming and fascinating. The 
afternoon is yours to explore the city or to 
unwind at your boutique villa stay located 
inside the fort walls. 

Day 10 
Galle 
Morning at leisure to explore Galle. You 
may choose to stroll the almost-car-free 
streets, visiting the many small boutiques 
of the city and lingering in its modern cafes. 
Later in the afternoon, travel to the small 
temple at Yatagala, and receive a special 
marriage blessing. See the Buddha statues, 
offer flowers and light incense during your 
visit, which will include a blessing from the 
temple monks. 

Day 11 
Galle – Rathgama 
Today you will be driven to Aditya Resort, 
Rathgama, a boutique hotel set in a 
beautiful private beachside location. 
Spacious and luxurious, the hotel rooms 
are all unique in layout and decorated with 
authentic art and antiques from Sri Lanka 
and the region. Your suite will include a 
private plunge pool, individual courtyard 
and private gardens. 

Day 12 
Rathgama 
A full day at leisure to relax or indulge at 
your beachside resort. The resort offers 
a number of optional excursions and 
activities such as yoga classes and an onsite 
spa (all direct payment). Pamper yourself, or 
simply relax by the pool or at the beach. 

Day 13 
Rathgama – Colombo Airport  
Today is at leisure. Later you will be 
collected from your hotel and transferred 
to Colombo international airport for your 
departing flight. 
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BACKROADS OF SRI LANKA 
19 DAYS/18 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18BSL 

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo – Katunayake 
Upon arrival in Colombo you will be met at 
the international airport and transferred to 
your hotel a short drive away at Katunayake. 

Day 2 
Katunayake – Puttalam 
Depart for Puttalam, a town on Sri Lanka’s 
northwest coast, and along the way stop at 
a family home for a traditional home-style 
lunch of rice and curry. Savour the unique 
flavours and spices of family cooking. 
Continue to your accommodation and you 
have the remainder of the day at leisure. 

Day 3
Puttalam 
Discover Puttalam today. The town is 
home to one of the largest lagoons in 
Sri Lanka and has a predominantly Muslim 
population. See the coloured houses and 
residents riding traditional cycles as you 
explore the city. You can also visit nearby 
Kalpitiya, known for its seasonal dolphin 
and whale watching. 

Day 4 
Puttalam – Mannar 
Drive to Mannar, a sea port used to trade 
spices, ivory, gems and pearls long ago, 
and now a forgotten gem of northwest 
Sri Lanka. Visit the Dutch Fort of Mannar, 
a key position for controlling the spice 
trade, and learn a little of the history of 
this town. 

Day 5 
Mannar 
Explore Mannar and surrounds today.  
Visit Ketheeswaram Kovil, one of the ancient 
Hindu temples associated with the Indian 
epic Ramayana. Continue to Arippu and see 
Doric Bungalow and the Dutch Fort. Later in 
the day head to Thalaimannar, the closest 
land point to India. 

Day 6
Mannar – Jaffna 
Depart for Jaffna, the northernmost 
peninsula of Sri Lanka, and discover a place 
unlike anywhere else in the country. Cut off 
from the rest of Sri Lanka for almost three 
decades of civil conflict, time seems to have 
stood still in Jaffna. In the afternoon, take a 
gentle city tour of Jaffna by bicycle. 

Discover the lesser-known Sri Lanka. Exploring the country’s remote north and 

east, this itinerary includes offbeat locations, meals with families and a touch of 

adventure. Meet interesting local people and learn about the history and culture 

of Sri Lanka. Including a range of accommodation, the tour concludes with longer 

stays at a standout wildlife lodge and an elegant tea planters’ bungalow, allowing 

you a chance to relax. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Discover the coastal town of Puttalam ■ Explore the Dutch Fort in 
Mannar ■ Travel by local ferry to Delft Island, the remotest part of Sri Lanka ■ Take a 
bicycle city tour in Jaffna ■ See the sacred Bodhi tree in Anuradhapura ■ Climb Sigiriya 
Rock Fortress ■ Marvel at the remarkable sculptures at Polonnaruwa ■ Take a boat safari 
and picnic breakfast in Gal Oya National Park ■ Stay in Sri Lanka’s tea country.

IDEAL FOR: Outgoing travellers with a sense of adventure or second-time visitors to 
Sri Lanka who want to delve a little deeper in the country.

Day 7
Jaffna 
Discover Jaffna and its surrounding coastal 
areas today. Begin with a visit to Nallur 
Temple, the largest Hindu temple in 
Sri Lanka. Afterwards, continue to Kasurina 
Beach, Kayts Jetty, Hanuman temple and 
other local sights. Enjoy a seafood lunch in 
the traditional Jaffna style at a village home 
along the coast. 

Day 8
Jaffna – Delft Island – Jaffna 
Travel by local ferry to Delft Island, the 
remotest part of Sri Lanka. A barren island 
with modest sights, discover the strategic 
importance of Delft and see the wild horses 
of Delft, the first of which were left by the 
Portuguese more than 400 years ago. 
Lunch will be prepared fresh and served in 
a family home on the island. 

Day 9 
Jaffna – Anuradhapura – 
Habarana 
Head to Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle, 
stopping first at Anuradhapura, before 
continuing on to Habarana. Anuradhapura, 
‘the City of Kings’, was once the seat of 
power in Sri Lanka. Today it remains an 
active religious site. Visit the sacred Bodhi 
tree and see some of the city’s ancient 
stupas and archaeological sights. Proceed 
to Habarana and check into your hotel. 

Day 10 
Habarana – Sigiriya – Habarana 
 Visit the magnificent Sigiriya Rock Fortress, 
one of Sri Lanka’s biggest drawcards. 
Climb the 1,200 steps of this powerful 
site, stopping to marvel at the Sigiriya cave 
frescos as you make the climb. Pause at the 
top to catch your breath and take in the 
panoramic views of the surrounding area. 
The remainder of the day is at your leisure. 

Day 11 
Habarana – Polonnaruwa – 
Batticaloa 
Depart for the ancient city of Polonnaruwa, 
the second-oldest kingdom in Sri Lanka. 
See its remarkable sculptures and temples 
with intricate carvings. Continue toward 
the east of the country and a chance to 
interact with a local family with a rustic 
homestay experience. 

Day 12
Batticaloa 
Enjoy breakfast in the garden of your 
homestay, before setting off to explore 
the town of Batticaloa. See the villages and 
temples affected by the 2004 Indian Ocean 
tsunami on this gentle tour, guided by our 
expert local host Mala. 

Day 13 
Batticaloa – Gal Oya 
Drive to Gal Oya, Sri Lanka’s least-visited 
national park and the only park in the 
country where you can safari by boat.  
Stay at the only lodge near the park with 
an enthusiastic team of wildlife specialists 
and researchers. The lodge offers a range 
of enjoyable activities, and is also a pleasant 
place to relax with its inviting swimming 
pool and excellent meals. 

Day 14 
Gal Oya 
Head to the reservoir at Gal Oya National 
Park for a boat safari and enjoy a picnic 
breakfast at a remote island within the park. 
Look for crocodiles, elephant, deer and 
monkey from your boat. In the afternoon 
you can take a guided bird walk from the 
lodge with one of their resident naturalists 
or visit the research centre at the lodge and 
learn about the wildlife studies underway 
on site. 

Day 15 
Gal Oya – Deltota 
Depart for Sri Lanka’s tea country and 
discover the cooler climate and lush green 
countryside abundant with tea bushes. 
Experience life on a working tea estate with 
a two-night stay at a planters’ bungalow that 
has been converted into an elegant hotel. 

Day 16 
Deltota 
Immerse yourself in the history of Ceylon’s 
tea industry. Enjoy a plantation walk and 
visit the site where the first tea bush was 
planted by James Taylor. Walk to Taylor’s 
Seat and enjoy the panoramic views of the 
tea country below, before visiting a tea 
factory to learn about tea production. 

Day 17 
Deltota – Colombo 
Drive to Colombo, Sri Lanka’s biggest city 
and its capital. The contrasts between the 
old Sri Lanka and the new can be found 
everywhere in Colombo. Check in to your 
hotel and the afternoon is at your leisure. 
For those wanting to experience a little of 
contemporary Sri Lanka, we recommend 
visiting Dutch Hospital for dinner 
and shopping. 

Day 18 
Colombo 
Enjoy the morning at your own leisure. Later 
in the evening, a guided walking tour with 
a resident guide will take you to the areas 
around Galle Face Green and Slave Island 
and introduce you to some of country’s best 
street snacks as you go. 

Day 19 
Colombo – Depart 
Morning at leisure before transferring  
to the airport for your departing 
international flight. 
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SECRET SRI LANKA 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS Tour code: BV18SSL 

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo – Horathapola 
You will be met upon arrival and transferred 
to your accommodation – an astutely 
renovated plantation bungalow. Set on 50 
acres of lush grounds and agricultural land, 
this boutique, colonial bungalow is an ideal 
introduction to Sri Lanka. 

Day 2 
Horathapola 
Enjoy the day at Horathapola. Take a guided 
walk through the property and nearby 
village, or use one of the estate’s bicycles 
and enjoy a ride through the plantation 
and paddy fields. You may also discover the 
secrets of Sri Lankan cooking by helping 
prepare lunch or dinner. 

Day 3
Horathapola – Dambulla 
Drive to Dambulla in the heart of Sri Lanka’s 
cultural triangle. Visit the Dambulla Cave 
Temple, with its enviable collection of 
statues, stupas, carvings and breathtaking 
paintings packed together in a small space. 
The five dimly-lit cave temples tell exquisite 
stories of Lord Buddha. 

Day 4
Dambulla – Sigiriya – Dambulla 
Make an early visit to Sigiriya Rock Fortress, 
avoiding the crowds and heat of the day. 
For those who wish to, climb the 1,200 
steps up this magnificent rock. Halfway up 
you will see the famous cave frescoes of 
Sigiriya. The afternoon is at your leisure 
or, if you are feeling adventurous, you may 
choose to climb the nearby Kalundewa 
Mountain Range. 

Day 5
Dambulla – Madulkelle 
Drive to Madulkelle and stay two nights 
at Madulkelle Tea & Eco Lodge. Enjoy 
picturesque views of the Knuckles Mountain 
Range from the private deck of your luxury, 
eco-tented chalet on stilts. Afternoon at 
leisure to enjoy the surroundings. 

Day 6
Madulkelle 
Enjoy a full day at Madulkelle. Uncover the 
‘Story of Tea’ with a morning tea tour. Join 
the ladies picking tea in the plantation, 
visit a nearby tea factory and spend some 
time sampling the different varieties of tea. 
Afternoon is free to read a book on your 
verandah, enjoy a freshly brewed cuppa 
or lounge by the property’s impressive 
infinity pool. 

This journey will reveal some of Sri Lanka’s lesser-known gems. Stay in a variety 

of unique accommodation, in a range of settings, with local experiences and 

activities. This trip takes a novel route through Sri Lanka and includes guided 

walks and gentle activities, destination stays and boutique accommodation to 

allow you to experience Secret Sri Lanka.

HIGHLIGHTS: ■ Discover an idyllic rural Sri Lanka at Horathapola ■ Visit the Dambulla 
Cave Temples ■ Climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Stay at a picturesque tea plantation at 
Madulkelle ■ Enjoy a boat safari and picnic breakfast at Gal Oya National Park ■ Unwind 
at a jungle retreat at Koslanda ■ Take a guided walking tour in Galle.

IDEAL FOR: Repeat visitors to Sri Lanka or for travellers wanting to experience the 
country away from the crowds.

Day 7 
Madulkelle – Gal Oya 
Set off for Gal Oya – Sri Lanka’s least-visited 
national park. The park is set around a large 
reservoir and series of islands, and is the 
only place in the country where you can 
take a safari by boat. Here you will stay at 
the only lodge near the park, with an inviting 
swimming pool and individual bungalows 
set amid long grasses. 

Day 8 
Gal Oya 
Take a morning boat safari in the park, 
stopping along the way to enjoy a picnic 
breakfast on a remote island in the park. 
Spot elephant, monkey, deer and crocodiles 
from your boat. In the afternoon, relax by 
the pool or visit the lodge’s wildlife research 
centre and learn about the studies being 
conducted onsite. 

Day 9 
Gal Oya – Koslanda 
Rise early to hike to Monkey Mountain, the 
large rocky mountain visible from the lodge, 
if you choose. Later proceed to Koslanda 
and stay at a forest retreat located on the 
border of Sri Lanka’s hill country. 

Day 10 
Koslanda 
Take a guided walk through some of the 
property’s 80 acres of forest and jungle. 
Learn more about pepper and coffee 
cultivation during the colonial period 
and participate in the forest rejuvenation 
program by planting a tree if you wish. 

Day 11 
Koslanda – Galle 
Drive to the UNESCO World Heritage city 
of Galle, one of Southeast Asia’s best-
preserved, colonial-era cities. Its cobbled 
streets have seen more than 400 years of 
history through various controlling empires. 
Stay in a boutique, restored merchant villa 
inside Galle Fort. 

Day 12 
Galle 
The morning is free to relax or to explore 
Galle Fort. Its mostly-car-free streets are 
easy places to wander and there are many 
inviting boutiques, galleries and cafes to 
enjoy. In the afternoon, a resident guide 
and character will take you on a guided 
walking tour and reveal to you some of the 
stories and some of the locals who make 
Galle unique. 

Day 13 
Galle – Colombo Airport 
Drive to Colombo this morning, an easy 
drive of less than three hours. Spend the 
day in Colombo with the option to do some 
last-minute shopping and enjoy a leisurely 
dinner before transferring to the airport for 
your late international flight. 
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VILLAS OF SRI LANKA 
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ESCAPE TO SRI LANKA WITH A PRIVATE VILLA STAY
From rural retreats to beachfront hideaways; a private villa in Sri Lanka is a unique way to 
experience this tropical paradise. 

Set in idyllic locations, with swimming pools, bedrooms for every guest, spacious common areas 
for dining and relaxing, dedicated on site staff and beautiful grounds and gardens – a private 
villa in Sri Lanka is more than a home away from home. It’s a stylish, private and special way to 
experience Sri Lanka.

Private villas are ideal for large families, groups of friends, several families travelling together or 
multi-generational family holidays. Unwind, celebrate, come together with friends and family, 
and discover a different side of Sri Lanka. 
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Sri Lanka’s private villas largely remain off 
the radar of most travellers. The following 
pages present a selection of some of the 
villa options we can include in your tour 
of Sri Lanka. However, there are a range 
of others which may suit your individual 
requirements should you not find your  
ideal villa stay here.

To help you understand how a villa stay in 
Sri Lanka works, here are some commonly 
asked questions.

Do the villas come  
with staff?
A villa manager will welcome you upon 
arrival. The villa will have a chef or cook, 
house staff, gardener/pool person and 
nightwatchman. Staff numbers depend on 
the size of your villa. Permanent villa staff, 
such as the manager, usually live close 
to the villa. Others such as the gardener, 
pool keeper and cleaner, usually come 
early each morning. It is not uncommon to 
have night watchman on the grounds after 
dark. In our experience, the staff is friendly 
and discreet. 

What meals are included?
Unless stated, no meals are included in 
the villa rate. Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
can be arranged with a day’s notice (to give 
the cook time to buy fresh ingredients and 
prepare the meal). The cost is paid directly 
to the villa in Sri Lankan rupees cash during 
your stay. 

Is linen provided at  
the villa?
Sheets and towels are provided at all 
villas and changed every 3 days. Linen 
can be changed more frequently for an 
additional charge. 

Do the villas have WIFI?
All villas have free WIFI available for guests.

How often is the villa 
cleaned?
Daily.

Should we tip the villa 
staff and how much is 
appropriate?
If you are happy with the service from the 
villa staff during your stay you are welcome 
to leave a tip. As a guide, we suggest a 
range of $5-$10 from each guest per 
day. The tip should be handed to the villa 
manager who will share it among the staff. 

Is alcohol available at  
the villa?
Alcohol is not available for sale at villas. 

However, you may take your own duty free 
wine and spirits with you. The villa manager 
can also advise you where you can buy 
beer and other drinks locally which can be 
consumed at your villa. 

Does the villa provide safe 
drinking water and ice?
Bottled water is used at the villas for all 
drinking, cooking and ice making. Water 
filters are also common at villas. 

HOW DOES A VILLA STAY IN SRI LANKA WORK AND 
WHAT’S INCLUDED?

Is laundry available at  
the villa?
Villas are equipped with washing  
machines and laundry can be done at  
an additional charge. 

Can transport be arranged 
locally? 
We will arrange your transfer to and 
from the villa. We can also pre-arrange a 
vehicle and driver for the length of your 
stay. Alternatively, we will arrange your 
arrival and departure transfer and you can 
arrange transport on a daily basis with the 
villa manager should you wish to explore 
the local area. 

Are the villa rates 
different at different times 
of the year?
Yes. Villa rates vary through the year based 
on seasonal demand. Generally speaking 
regular-season rates apply 19 February to 
15 December (except Easter) and peak-

season rates apply 16 December to  
18 February and Easter. Certain other 
months have low-season rates due to 
weather conditions; this varies from villa  
to villa. We will provide specific pricing 
based on when you are looking to stay.

Is there a minimum stay 
at the villas?
The minimum stay is 3 nights except during 
the Christmas/New Year period and certain 
other festive dates when the minimum stay 
is longer. Set check-in and checkout dates 
apply over the Christmas/New Year period. 

What time can we check in 
and out of the villa?
Check in time is 2:30 p.m. and checkout is 
11 a.m. Early check-in and late checkout 
may be arranged subject to availability and 
will incur additional costs.

Is a security deposit 
required?
A security deposit is payable upon arrival in 
Sri Lankan rupees cash. This is refundable 
at the end of your stay less any damages 
or incidentals. The amount varies from villa 
to villa. You will be advised of the security 
deposit amount at the time of booking. 

Do the villas have pets?
Most villas have an onsite dog, which deters 
strays from entering the property. The 
animal can be tied up or kept away from 
the main house if guests aren’t comfortable 
with dogs around. 
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Designed by Sri Lanka’s globally renowned architect Geoffrey Bawa, this elegant villa sits majestically on top 
of eight acres of private gardens overlooking the ocean. In Bawa’s acclaimed style of tropical modernism 
the interiors are bright, modern and airy. Spread over three buildings, all five bedrooms have individual 
outdoor living spaces, while common living areas are included inside and outside. At the bottom of the 

sloping garden sits the pool, lounges and BBQ. A large villa with fabulous views and private beach access. 

❦ Sleeps: 8 Adults + 4 Children

❦ 5 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
2 x double, 2 x twin, 1 x triple 

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, security

❦ 15-metre swimming pool 

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Meals can be prepared by the cook and paid direct 

❦ Local Sri Lankan rice & curry meals  
available in Tangalle 

❦ Poolside BBQ and dining pavilion 

❦ Yoga and massage pavilion 

❦ Direct beach access

❦ Better suited to families with older children  
due to the steep sloping gardens

KEY VILLA FEATURES

TANGALLE VILLA 1
Nearest Town: Tangalle – 10 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VCLA

OUR TIP: Seasonally safe swimming 
and surfing at your doorstep. The white 
sandy beach is good for a morning run 

or evening stroll and the bay enjoys good 
surf breaks. 
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An ideal tropical getaway for large groups of friends or families. Sitting elevated among landscaped 
tropical gardens and overlooking the swimming pool, this villa can accommodate up to 18 guests and has 
direct access to an unspoilt beach. This spacious villa is beautifully decorated with original artworks and 

antique furniture, and is packed with facilities for children. Boasting a waterslide and swimming pool, 
dedicated children’s TV room, board games, and a cinema room. Enjoy family dinners on the verandah 

with a table for 20. 

❦ Sleeps: 10 Adults + 8 Children

❦ 7 bedrooms with air conditioning  
and 5 with ensuite 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
4 x double, 1 x twin, 1 x 6 bunks 

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, night watchmen

❦ 10-metre swimming pool, waterslide

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Daily set menu (full board) available and paid direct 

❦ Local Sri Lankan rice & curry meals  
available in Dikwella

❦ Onsite massage and yoga can be arranged  
at the villa

❦ Surf lessons available a short drive away

❦ Direct beach access 

❦ Family friendly – suitable for groups of families 
with children

KEY VILLA FEATURES

DIKWELLA VILLA 1 
Nearest Town: Dikwella – 10 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VMED 

OUR TIP: With its waterslide and 
facilities for children, this villa is ideal 

for groups of families with children 
travelling together.
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SOUTH WEST VILLA 1 
Nearest Town: Galle – 30 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VCOC

Surrounded by lush tropical gardens and coconut palms, this private inland villa showcases life away  
 from the coast in an idyllic Sri Lankan village. Once a large family home, now elegantly restored into a 

four-bedroom villa with high ceilings, polished concrete floors and all modern amenities. Relax by the villa’s 
striking blue pool surrounding by tropical greenery or explore the local area by tuk tuk. 

❦ Sleeps: 8 

❦ 4 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration: 4 X double 

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, night watchmen

❦ 13-metre swimming pool 

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Meals: prepared and charged on demand 

❦ There are many restaurants and cafes in Galle 
for alternative dining 

❦ Child friendly with board games and toys

❦ Outdoor dining pavilion for casual meals

❦ Located just 2km from the famous stilt fishermen 
in Ahangama

❦ Beaches, tea plantation and Mirissa whale 
watching all nearby

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: A single level villa set in an 
enclosed garden makes this a great 

option for families with children. Also 
suitable for senior travellers. 
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WELIGAMA VILLA 1
Nearest Town: Weligama – 10 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VKUM

This inland villa is set on two acres of landscaped gardens and surrounded by lush tropical greenery.  
The property consists of four individual buildings, with bedrooms located in three of these, and features 
private and shared living and dining areas. Central to the villa is the open-plan living pavilion, with large 
living and dining spaces, that opens to the decked pool area and gardens. Each bedroom suite is set in 

private walled gardens with indoor/outdoor bathrooms and large terraces. 

❦ 6 Adults + 2 children under 10

❦ 3 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
3 x double, 2 with rollaway children’s bed 

❦ Onsite staff: 
House manager, cook, house staff, night watchman

❦ 15-metre swimming pool 

❦ Tropical breakfast included

❦ Other meals can be prepared on demand  
and paid direct

❦ Some dining options at hotels in Weligama

❦ Surf lessons available nearby

❦ Close to Mirissa whale watching 

❦ In house manager to assist with excursions 

❦ Suitable for singles, couples or families

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: The surf break at 
Weligama is less than 3 minutes away 

by tuk tuk and is among the best for 
all levels of surfers. 
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DIKWELLA VILLA 2
Nearest Town: Dikwella – 10 minute drive | Villa code: V18VTAL 

A modern, beachfront villa that takes maximum advantage of its tropical location. With five bedrooms in the 
main house and two accessed via the garden, this large villa is just steps away from an expansive golden 
beach with seasonally safe swimming and surfing. A decorative concrete screen shades the back of the 

building while allowing a cool breeze through the rooms. The front of the villa overlooks the pool and the 
beach that stretches away from the house for approximately one kilometre. 

❦ Sleeps: 14 

❦ 7 bedrooms with ensuite and  
5 with air conditioning, 2 with fans 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
6 x double, 1 x twin

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, security

❦ 20-metre swimming pool 

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Daily full board menu available and paid direct 

❦ Local Sri Lankan rice & curry meals  
available in Dikwella 

❦ Each room has ocean or garden views

❦ Enjoy sundowners on the roof top garden

❦ Dedicated yoga space

❦ Ground floor garden rooms suited to families 
with children

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: A yoga and surf school is 
located at the far end of the beach. 
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SOUTH WEST VILLA 4 
Nearest Town: Galle – 30 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VSAM

This 2-bedroom beachfront house is a great option for individual families or perfect for couples wanting a 
private beach getaway. Close to the historic city of Galle, the villa sits on one of the widest beaches along 
the coast. An inviting pool runs the length of the house, looking directly out onto the ocean. Step out the 
back gate and straight onto the sandy beach. Featuring spacious open plan living and eating areas, and 

fresh, modern bedrooms that open out onto the sea-facing stone verandah. 

❦ Sleeps: 4 

❦ 2 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration: 2 x double

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, night watchman

❦ 17-metre swimming pool 

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Other meals prepared and paid direct 

❦ Several dining options available in Galle 

❦ Yoga & massage available at the villa on request 

❦ A small single third room can be used if required

❦ Single-level house and flat grassed, gardens 
makes this suitable for children

❦ 20 minute drive from the cricket stadium  
at Galle Fort

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: The Sea Turtle Farm and 
Hatchery where you can release baby 
turtles into the ocean is a stroll down 

the beach.
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SOUTH WEST VILLA 2
Nearest Town: Galle – 20 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VIVO

A stylishly renovated single level home, this villa has been designed to highlight the views across the 
surrounding rice paddies and tropical green landscape. Situated inland on the edge of a small village, the 
villa draws architectural inspiration from the Dutch colonial period, combined with contemporary touches 
added through its décor. A light and airy villa with separate living, dining and lounge rooms, providing lots 

of space for everyone to unwind. Set on an acre of private rural land. 

❦ Sleeps: 8 

❦ 4 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration: 4 X double

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, night watchmen

❦ 20-metre swimming pool 

❦ Tropical breakfast included

❦ Other meals can be prepared by the cook  
and paid direct

❦ Galle has many restaurants and cafes for 
alternative dining options 

❦ Indoor and outdoor dining 

❦ Shaded pool house to enjoy refreshments

❦ Guided cycling tours available locally at cost 

❦ No children under 5

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: An ideal villa stay for those 
looking for a peaceful getaway close to 

Galle Fort shopping and dining. 
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WELIGAMA VILLA 2
Nearest Town: Weligama – 10 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VSUR

Perched above the ocean on the edge of Weligama Bay is this five bedroom family villa, with terraced tropical 
gardens of lush green lawns, palm trees, bougainvilleas and frangipanis. A single level villa of rectangular 

layout around a small inner courtyard: with spacious, light bedrooms and large bathrooms. The villa has two 
terraced gardens – with a swimming pool on the lower level that leads to a small beach and lagoon. 

❦ Sleeps: 6 Adults + 4 Children

❦ 5 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
2 x double, 3 x twin 

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, night watchmen

❦ 15-metre swimming pool 

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Meals: prepared and charged on demand 

❦ Some dining options available at hotels in  
nearby Weligama

❦ One of five bedrooms located away from main 
house for privacy 

❦ Direct beach access with seasonally safe 
swimming and snorkelling

❦ Close to Mirissa whale watching 

❦ Between mid December and early April there is a 
left hand surf break for experienced surfers

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: An inviting family friendly villa 
with lots of single beds, garden swing, 

boules and pool toys for children. 

 S R I  L A N K A  U N B O U N D  | 6564 | VILLAS



TANGALLE VILLA 2
Nearest Town: Tangalle – 10 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VWAL

Hidden away on a hillside, this eco-designed villa is a series of spaces under one roof and ideal for those 
who like to connect with the natural environment. Blending with the surrounding trees and garden,  

the property is a haven for peacocks and wildlife. With common areas and rooms that all open onto green 
courtyards and the landscape, a large infinity pool that seamlessly merges with the ocean and the sound  

of the rolling surf to lull you to sleep. 

❦ Sleeps: 4 Adults + 2 Children 

❦ 3 bedrooms with ensuite and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
2 x double, 1 x twin 

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, night watchmen

❦ 20-metre swimming pool 

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Meals prepared and payable direct 

❦ Local Sri Lankan rice & curry meals  
available in Tangalle 

❦ Picturesque sunset views from the  
rooftop terrace

❦ Rooms feature rainforest showers

❦ Air-conditioned TV/office room with desk

❦ Direct beach access

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: Access to long beaches for 
walking and rock pools for crab spotting. 
Better swimming beaches located about 

10 minutes walking. 
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SOUTH WEST VILLA 3
Nearest Town: Galle – 20 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VMAN

A two-storey villa in a peaceful rural setting overlooking Koggala Lake. Sri Lankan antiques and artefacts 
decorate the main house and bedrooms feature four-poster beds; while outside a large swimming pool 
and manicured gardens overlook the serene lake. An impressive master suite occupies the entire first 

floor – with floor to ceiling doors opening to a private terrace and lake views. A chance to experience the 
tranquillity of rural Sri Lanka.

❦ Sleeps: 6 

❦ 3 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
2 X double, 1 X twin

❦ Onsite staff: 
Cook, house staff, gardener, night security

❦ 18-metre swimming pool 

❦ Tropical breakfast included

❦ Other meals prepared and payable direct 

❦ Several restaurants and cafes located in Galle

❦ Lakeside jetty where special candlelit dinners can 
be arranged

❦ Optional boat rides on Koggala Lake 

❦ Large gardens create space for children to play

❦ A 10-minute drive to beaches and surf break 

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: A bird lovers’ paradise – 
the unspoilt lake and surrounding 

mangroves are ideal for bird watching. 
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DIKWELLA VILLA 3
Nearest Town: Dikwella – 5 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VBLU 

Set on elevated gardens dotted with coconut palms, this modern villa has minimalist interiors and wide 
verandahs. Consisting of two buildings, with one bedroom in the main house and three in the adjoining 

second building. Large tropical gardens, where peacocks can be seen roaming, slope down to the pool and 
sea, with direct beach access from the property. This villa offers casual, beachside living in a modern setting. 

❦ Sleeps: 8 

❦ 4 bedrooms with ensuites and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
3 X double, I twin

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener

❦ 13-metre swimming pool

❦ Meals: not included

❦ Meals: prepared and charged on demand 

❦ Local Sri Lankan rice & curry meals  
available in Dikwella

❦ Casual outdoor dining on the verandah

❦ Direct beach access

❦ Surf beach15 minute walk away

❦ Child friendly

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: A good value villa for families, 
especially families wanting to be close to 

surfing beaches. 
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MIRISSA VILLA 1
Nearest Town: Mirissa – 10 minute drive | Villa code: BV18VSAL 

This contemporary, three-level villa sits on an elevated position looking out over the Indian Ocean.  
A large property boasting ample space for everyone to relax with four separate sitting areas, entertainment 

facilities and a roof top terrace. From the first floor lounge step onto the verandah and straight into the 
infinity pool. A cool and breezy villa with direct beach access, centrally located to a number of nearby 

attractions. It is one of six villas in a newly built complex. 

❦ Sleeps: 10 Adults + 2 Children 

❦ 6 bedrooms with ensuite and air conditioning 

❦ Bedroom configuration:  
4 x double, 2 x single 

❦ Onsite staff: 
Chef, house staff, gardener, security 

❦ 20-metre swimming pool

❦ Tropical breakfast included

❦ Other meals can be prepared on demand  
and paid direct

❦ Local Sri Lankan rice & curry meals  
available in Mirissa

❦ Rooftop terrace with bar

❦ 12-seater dining room with pool views

❦ Jacuzzi, gym and cinema room

❦ Pool life guard for children under 12 

KEY VILLA FEATURES

OUR TIP: Nearby attractions include 
early morning whale watching tours 

from December to April, half day 
safaris in Yala National Park within 

easy reach and Weligama surf breaks 
only a tuk tuk ride away. 
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SRI LANKA TIPS 

Before you leave home, we’ll send you practical 
information about preparing for your travel in 
Sri Lanka. We are also available to answer any 
questions you might have in the lead-up to your trip. 
Here is an overview of some of the foremost topics 
people ask about when they are preparing to go.

Weather and when to travel 
Sri Lanka has varied topography that produces a 
wide range of weather conditions. Being a small 
tropical island it can rain at any time of the year. 
However, a noteworthy feature of Sri Lanka’s 
climate is the small variation in the mean monthly 
temperatures throughout the year, that is, it’s pretty 
much always warm!

Generally speaking, January to September inclusive is 
the best time to visit Sri Lanka. However it’s likely that 
you will see rain at some point during your trip, no 
matter when you visit.

In March, April and May it’s likely that you’ll get 
afternoon thunderstorms, but it’s quite nice to 
experience a tropical country such as Sri Lanka  
when there is rain around.

The weather is unpredictable in October and 
November and on the whole these are the wettest 
months of the year. However there are some parts of 
the country that are relatively dry at this time. If you 
can only travel during October/November and are 
concerned about the rain we can create an itinerary 
that avoids the wettest parts of the country. 

The chart below details Sri Lanka’s 30 year average 
rainfall month by month. 

Pre-trip Info
Visas
For Sri Lanka you need to obtain an Electronic Travel 
Authorisation (ETA) prior to departure. We provide 
necessary information regarding visas upon booking. 
The application process is online and is relatively 
straightforward. If you require assistance with your 
visa application please let us know. 

Flights
Sri Lanka is well served by many international airlines 
such as Singapore Airlines and Malaysia Airlines. In 
addition, SriLankan Airlines recently commenced 
direct flights from Melbourne to Colombo. 

Insurance and Travel Advice
We require you to take out travel insurance before 
your arrival in Sri Lanka. It’s wise to purchase travel 
insurance when booking your flights and confirming 
your trip with us. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs offers extensive 
travel advice and information on its Smart Traveller 
website: www.smartraveller.gov.au. You should 
familiarise yourself with their advice before 
commencing your trip. 

Vaccinations
While we do provide general background on 
vaccinations once you have booked, it’s absolutely 
essential to seek the advice of a medical doctor 
around six weeks prior to your arrival in Sri Lanka. 
This will give you sufficient time to get any 
vaccinations that you deem necessary for your trip.

Packing and Luggage
We provide a list of suggested items to pack which 
you might find useful as you prepare for your trip. 

Suggested Reading
Over the years we’ve spent many hours on trains, 
planes and in hammocks reading the writing of and 
about the sub-continent. Whether you like to read up 
on historical background or want to read a novel set 
in the region you are visiting, we are happy to share 
our recommendations with you.

On-trip
Money and Currency
Sri Lanka employs a decimal system, with 100 cents 
equal to 1 Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR). The 15-year 
average exchange rate is LKR 90 per Australian dollar. 

It’s worth noting that all of our private tours are 
priced in Australian dollars; once you have booked 
you can rest assured that the price will not change, 
irrespective of any foreign currency fluctuations. 

ATMs are widespread in Sri Lanka so withdrawing 
rupees is the easiest way to obtain local currency. 
Australian dollars cash is widely exchanged; there 
is no need to carry US dollars. Pre-paid travel 
cards offer security and low fees and are also 
worth considering. 

Smaller shops and eateries only accept rupees and 
generally do not have credit card facilities; many 
larger shops accept foreign currency and credit 
cards; large restaurants and hotels accept cash 
and credit cards. We suggest you inform your bank 
that you are planning to visit Sri Lanka to avoid your 
card being blocked after your first transaction on 
your card.

It’s handy to carry some Australian dollars cash 
with you for when you arrive in Colombo. At the 
airport there are a number of banks offering foreign 
exchange in the main hall of the arrivals area  
(after you clear customs). They are open 24 hours. 
The rates offered here are all fixed and identical.  
We recommend purchasing some Sri Lankan rupees 
at the airport when you arrive so that you have 
rupees on hand, especially if you plan to purchase a 
local sim card at the airport for your mobile phone. 

Shopping 
Most of the larger stores and shops in Sri Lanka 
have fixed prices. Unlike India, there is not as much 
bargaining in the markets of Sri Lanka. Often the 
purchases you are looking to make in local shops and 
markets will be in the order of a couple dollars – try 
to keep this in mind when bargaining. What might 
be a few dollars for you makes a huge difference to 
a local making their living from a small stall holding 
or shop. 

Health and Wellbeing
Food hygiene and preparation have improved 
markedly in Sri Lanka over the last 15 to 20 years. 
Your digestion might be slightly disrupted as you 
adjust to the different food – this is more to do with 
the different ingredients, the richness of the food 
and the spices/chilli than anything else. We’ve noticed 
the incidence of serious stomach upsets reduce over 
the years. 

It still pays to observe some basic rules while 
travelling: use bottled water rather than tap water, 
thoroughly wash your hands or use hand sanitiser 
prior to eating, when eating out choose clean and 
reputable restaurants that have good patronage from 
locals, take it easy with new and unfamiliar foods 
and begin with staples such as rice and dal before 
moving on to richer and more ambitious dishes 
(and street snacks) once you have acclimatised. 
If you have a sensitive stomach you might consider 
a course of probiotics in the lead up to the trip, and 
then a travellers’ supplement (such as Travelan) while 
travelling, to help keep stomach upsets away. 

It is also pays to take common sense general 
precautions such as staying well hydrated, covering 
up against the sun, ensuring that you are well rested 
and not overdoing it in the early days of your trip. 
(Many people get swept up in the excitement of their 
trip that they forget to ease into it.)

Tipping 
We provide advice and guidelines on tipping in the 
documentation you receive prior to travelling. 

Clothing 
Modesty is important in Sri Lanka. Women should 
wear long skirts or pants with chest and upper arms 
covered. It’s wise to carry a shawl or scarf with you in 
case of an unexpected stop at a sacred or religious 
site. Men should wear shorts to the knee or long 
pants. At some temples and sights men are required 
to have long pants on to enter the temple. It’s not 
such an issue in the bigger cities, but is important in 
the countryside. Your driver or local guide will advise 
you on this if there is a particular dress requirement 
for any given day. 

Communications 
Your mobile phone will work if you have global 
roaming activated; keep in mind the high data and 
call rates before using your phone extensively. 

Alternatively you can purchase a local sim card upon 
arrival in Sri Lanka. It is easy to purchase a local sim 
card at the airport (located in the arrivals area after 
customs and immigration), which will give you data 
and calls. It is easy to top this up during your trip too. 
Your driver will recommend a particular operator if 
you ask.

Call rates from hotels are very high. However most 
hotels in Sri Lanka are wi-fi enabled and this is 
generally the best way to stay in touch.

Your driver will be carrying a mobile phone and you 
can use this number for people at home to contact 
you on if necessary.

Sri Lanka Unbound is a registered trading name of 
India Unbound Pty Ltd ABN 31 123 715 622.

All content in this brochure is copyright  
© India Unbound Pty Ltd. No content may be copied, 
distributed, published or used in any way, in whole or 
in part, without prior written agreement from India 
Unbound Pty Ltd.
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 Less than 100 mlsAverage rainfall per month

January February March April May June July August September October November December
South West Coast 23-29 23-29 24-31 25-31 26–31 26-30 25-29 25-29 25-29 24-29 23-29 23-29

West Coast 22-31 22-31 24-32 24-32 26-32 26-30 25-30 25-30 25-30 24-30 23-30 23-30

Central Highlands 9-20 10-21 10-22 11-23 13–21 13-19 13-19 13-19 12-19 12-20 12-20 11-19

Northern Sri Lanka 23-29 23-30 23-32 26-34 27-33 27-33 26-33 26-32 26-32 25-31 24-29 23-28

East Coast 24-28 25-30 25-31 26-33 27-35 27-35 26-35 26-34 25-34 24-32 24-29 24-28

 100 – 200 mls  Above 200 mls

Weather in Sri Lanka – 30 year averages
Minimum – maximum temperatures (Celsius)
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Phone: 1300 449 709
Email: mail@srilankaunbound.com.au
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